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NOTE

Reproduced (original size) by permission of the Trustees of the
British Museum. Shelf~mark: E.378 (16).

Francis Lodowyck’s Common Writing, although brief, is nevertheless
an important contribution to the study of language in the seventeenth
century, in so far as it “hath no reference to letters, or their Conjunctions
in words, according to the severall Languages, but, being rather a kind of
hieroglyphical representation of words”.

Although the imprint bears the date 1647, Thomason’s copy (here
reproduced) is marked “March: 2d. 1646”. The initials “F.L.W.” at the
end of the preface stand for “Francis Lodowyck Well-willer”.

For further notes on Lodowyck see the companion work The Ground-
work of a new perfect language, 1652, reproduced as no. 103 in this series.

Five copies of the original are known: British Museum (E. 378 (16)
and 63.1.19); Bodleian Library (Ashm. 1070/7); New York Public
Library; Huntington Library; Leiden University.

References: Wing 12814; Alston, VII, 280,
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A Common Writing: —
V Vhereby two, although not under-
ftanding onethe others Language, yet by

the helpe thereof may communicate

their minds one to another,

ompofed by a Well-willer to Learning.
C Pf ' a*T S aw; Hurblef g -/.)

5 Printed for the Author,

zwwgq clo loc xLvie 1644




To the Reader.

2E ;\’ﬁ Ourteous 'Q{'eader, '17.>0u_ lvaﬂ here prefen-
,{ ted to thy view an4 .cen/ure, an Effay of @
,‘ 2 Common Writing, nvented, that
4@%@2}3 may be common'to all Languages, that
is, that one skilled i n the fame, fball have no need, far
What is written Withthis writing, to learne any other
Language then bis mother Tongue, which be already
bath; although the writing were written by one, who
snderfbsod not the readers Language, and writ the faid
writing according 1o his owne Language. Sothat what
is once written with this writing, will be legible and in-
telligible, inall Languages whatfoever, although the
reader in any Language, underflood but bis awne
Language provided as before, be underftood this manuer
of writing.
The reafon hereof is,for that this writing bath no re-
erence to letters, or thewr Conjrnétions in words, accor-
ding tothe feverall Languages, but, being rather a kind
of hierozlyphical reprefentation of words, by o many
feverall Charaéters, for each word a Charatter, and
that not at Random, but as each word is cither Radi-
eal, or derivative, the Radical, have their vadicall Cha-
Az rallers




Tothe Reader.
raclers, the derivatives beare the CharaSter of the Ra-

dix of their defcent, with fome differentall addition,

whereby they may be differenced Jfrom other derivati ves,
proceeding from the fa1d Radix..

The feafibility I fball illuftrate by two familiar in-
SJrances. The firft is of the .\/!v'it'l»neticians.,w])(yé nime-
vicall characters are [lll the fame, although defcribed by
thofe of differentall Languages, as the figure of five (5)
# [lill alike deferibed | whether written by a Dutchman,
Englifbman, Frenchman, ¢orc. the Jecond-inftance is of
the Phyfitians , whofe medicinall weights are alike cha-
raflerifed, whether in French, Englifh, or Latin Aus
thors. Thus much for theintent of the work.

The manner of bandling thereof is this,it is divided
in three parts.

The firft containes the grosnd-work of the fabrick,
wherein is made ufe of the Grammaticall diftmétions (fo
farre as they ferve- our purpofes) for abelp to fhew
Where the Radix remaines fimple, and where it re-
gutreth diftintionall additions, in refpect of verb or
nosne.

The fecond containes the Charactericall defcription of
the diftinctionall additions with theiy manner of applica-
tion, alfo a charaflericall defcription of the sndeclined
parts of Grammer.

The third containeth 4 praéticall application of the
whole Work, in an examplary demanflation of Writing,

with

To the Reader.

with notes referring to the two firf} parts, which parts

are Jo divided, as that they Anfwer one tke other in

number of Sections, and in their order. :

The har[bneffe of the ftile, I hope, will be Corrected

by the readers mgenuity, who may be plea/ed to accept

this for my dpologie in that rezard, that this work com-

meth not from a Scholar but a mechanick. who notwith-

Sranding, is willing to Contribute of his thoughts, which

may in the leaft tend to the advancement of knowledge,

I doubt not this fubject might have beene better handled,

by Jomé more learned pen. Yet hoping the meanneffe of
the Attire, Will take none off from -the perufal thereof,

I have adventured it to the common light and cenfure,
thereby to allure a more able\r wit and Pen, to a com-

pleate attyring and perfecting of the Subject, that [o
Jome benefit may accrue wnto the Common-wealth of
Learning. Which is the defire of, ¢re.

E.LW.



A Common V Vriting, &c.

The firft Part, and firft Section.

Anguage, the expreffion or outward reprefen-
tation of the mind, is confiderable
Radixes.
inthe
Derjyatives.
‘The Radixes are thofe ¢ Action.
which fignifie 3 No Action.

Thofe which fignifiec Ation, are the Verball Ra-
dixes, as towrite, to fband, &c.

Thofe which fignifie no Aétion, are comprenended
under foure {orts ‘
1. Nounes Subftantives, as band, foot,&c.

2. Proneunes, asI,thou,we, &c.

3. Nounes Adje&ives,as good, bad, &c.

4. The foure undeclined parts of Grammar, as Ad-

werb, Prepofition, Interjectionyand Conjunition.

Ofthe Nouncs Subftantives and Adje&ives, areto
be framed Verbes, and the faid to be looked onas Ra-
dicall, as hereafrer will be faid. Thefe with the reft be-
ing colle &ed, (which will be the {ubject of a Lexscen in-
*ended) the number of them may be contracted, thus:

Many







