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NOTE

Reproduced (original size) by permission of the Trustees of the British
Museum. Shelf-mark: 623.g.4(1).

Francis Lodowyck was one of a distinguished group of linguists who,
during the period extending roughly from 1645 to 1670, attempted to solve
the problem of constructing a universal language. His output was not large,
and he certainly never refined and elaborated his system in the way that
Bishop John Wilkins did in his monumental Essay towards a Real Character
(1688), but his two surviving works on the subject, the Groudwork, and A
common writing (1647), are undoubtedly significant landmarks in a highly
important movement in seventeenth century linguistics. Lodowyck also
wrote, for the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society (1686, Vol. XV,
no. 182 pp. 126-137), an “Essay towards an universal alphabet” — a work
which is important for the history of phonetic theory but not, in fact,
concerned with universal language as such. The “Essay” was subsequently
reprinted, doubtless for private circulation. At the end of this volume one
page from the original “Essay” has been reproduced to illustrate Lodowyck’s
proposed alphabet.

NOTE: J.1. H. Mendels, “Een Phoneticus uit de 17de Eeuw”’, Neophilologus,
XXI, 1936, 219-225; D. Abercrombie, “Forgotten Phoneticians”, Transactions
of the Philological Society, 1948, 2-11; E. J. Dobson, English Pronunciation
1500-1700, Oxford, 1957, 271-280.

Reference: Alston, VII, 280.
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The Introdu&ion.

=1He: expreffion of the minde
or thoughus; s either by the
Tongue or:Pen moft gene-
rally: performed, in both
)| thefe, asatprefent ufed, I
have obfervedthefe incon-
| veniencies:

" 1 Concerning language,
‘which forthe common ufe
“it hath with rationall crea-
“tures, fhouldbe in rules cer-

tain and cafie, thecontrary of which I have obferved in
moft Languages at prefent in ufe amongft the Nations of
thefe Weltérn partsof the World , and more- efpecially
in thofecalled Learned Languages,.which are; as it were,
become common Eanguages, by reafon of the knowledge
and léarningby themdivulged;-and:'which fhould in- all
reafonbe the cafieft and certaineft , botht for the truer de-
{cription: of things+, and the cafier:attaining of the faid
‘ A s 3" I:ani.




(23

Languages, which are but as the gates to Sciences, and
therefore thould admic eafie and quick entrance to the
-things them{clves , "elfe it proveth a greater difcourage-
mentin Students, or at beft,a loffe of pretious time. ‘

. The difficulty appearcth in the multiplicity of forms

ofthe variations of the 7erbin its Moods, Tenfes, Perfons,

and Numbers : of the Noun in its Cafes, and of the Deri-
wvatives from the Radix, diftingtifhed by their Terminati-
ons. ‘ :

The vncertainty is manifefted by thofemany Anomalies
which the Grammer mentioneth after its Rules, where

having firft tanght Rules for fpeech, proceedeth to the

increafing of them by the manifold Anomalies.
. - The expreflion by the Pen iseither real reprefentations
6f things, or notionall,oraccidentall.

~ Reall, is whento expreflcaman, we draw the picture of
aman, &c. : :

. Notionall or Relative,when we reprefent fiercencfle by
the figure of a Lion, Watchfulneffe by a Dog, &c.

. Accidentall, is by figures ftated at pleafure, to fignific
fuch things as the figures thercof haveno relation thereto,
and thatistwofold: eicher literall, as when we reprefent
the finglefounds whereof words are compofed by Cha-
racters at pleafure:* Or fecondly , when whole words, ot
ratherthings, their ations, qualities, with circum ftances
aredefcribed, and not founds.

- The former of thele two is the moft cormon inufz,
and of cafielt atcaining, yet havingits inconveniences , as
wanting in extenfivencfle, being limited to the Languages,
andjoyntly travelling with them 5 fo that whar is written
according to the found of any Language,is not undciftood

withe

(3)
without the knowledge of the faid Language.  But
the larter hath this advantage, that whatis written there-
by,is tinderft:s0d by allalike; who notwithftanding under-
ftand not ofc the others Language the Characiers intend-
ing by a‘generall content, the reprefentations of things,
and nSt of founds. ~ Which we fee plainly demonftra-
tcd".-xjy the figures of Number in Arvi;hn_xcuck,_a.s likewifle
i1 other common received Charaéters, as of '.\(Vclgh-ts ufed
by Phyficians, &c. ~ The preference of this lalt is here

likewile recommended; and the Groand:work.of-both

thisand a new Language here following laid down, orat
Jeaft fo intended, all which is prefented to the confiderati-
onof the Learned. vy

1f whatis done prove only a motive toothers of effect-
ing the aimeand defigne of the Author, hehath his defire,
and remaineth their well-willers,’

The




2 L L wordsof fpeech may be comprifed under

Aﬁwﬂ, gand thcrcgpfimt.ti‘vt,

o

5t three heads,
ke A ‘ 5
s words of ~%;;l’:t)f, Sihe S

Derivative.

By words of action,we mean fuch as are diftinouifhed b
theword [ 7erb,] or by circumlocution , ward{t:]igniﬁin"
with time, as the words o move, 10 live, 1o eat, 20 Juffer "~I‘Hg
denomination of words of ation may feem fomewhat un.
proper, becaufe fome words Kcomming thereunder, have
rather a paffive fignification, astofuffer, dc. bur we fhall
not hercinbe too nice, :it bearing no grear jinconve nicnce
toourintended purpofe. T e

Bywordsof quality,we intend fuch asexprefs any circum-
ftance of a thing, or that which diftinguifheth one [ ubftahoe
£romanother, as 4o, cold, dry, ]barp‘.b s

By

(5)

By words of help we intend fuch as expreffetime, place,
perfon, &c.as now,then, where,who, dre. ,

The primitive words are fuch, as are of thefirftand
ﬁmplcf}po‘ﬁtlon,as love, long, when, ¢re. o

Derivativesare thofc as come from the faid Primitives,

-and that cither by adding fome. common prepofiions ot

terminations, 0rby conjunction of two or more radixes
together,

Concerning. words of Ation.

"The Primitives of thofe words we fuppofe to be fuch
as arcindcfinite neither t67er6 or Noune,or {fomething that
is neither Perb nor Nosn, but that out of which both pro-
cced; for inftance, the Latine Radix or primitive am, is
indifferent to 7erb or Noun, and ismade cither by the ad-
ditions, as

am-0  am-a45  am-0r  am-icus, (e,

Of the Primitives, forabbreviation, there might be a
derivation fuppofed, asthat of thofe whichin the mainend
agree, bue differ in Quality, Proportion, &c. that which
feemeth infignification to be the fimpleft, tobe placedas
the Radix,and the reft as derivatives.

For inftance.
. 1 Thofe which are in- fignification direétly oppofite,
the worthier put for the Radix, as
to Curfe, 2K to Bleffe,
20 Feed, g% to Faft,
to Live, 10 Dic,
B 2 Thole




| (6)
2 Thofewhich havea graduall difference, as.

10 Go, Runm, Trot, Amble :
to Speak, Read, Preach, Call :
10 Smile, Laugh, ¢re.

Unto thefe might be addéd a derivationin rcf'pc&to
thefe following confignifications. :

I acuflometo act, 20 be accuflomed to [wearing,
2 4 fimilating of 4&7;'9;12 Sﬂ;, imitate crying or [inging.
3 aninchoation, Nobeginto doathing.

4 4aninciinatio or defireC 25 YEfurio Lar,

5 & diminntion, = to fing low,

6 -a negation, #ot 10 fing.

More oflike confignifications might be added, of which-

thefe may ferve as inftances.

The Zerb, the firft derivation hath under i the diftin-
&ion of | Maode and 7 exfe, A

Mood is the manner of expreffion, which s either 1ndi-
cativeor Imparative, as for thofe other Mosds, namely, the
Oftativq, Potentiall, and Subjunétive, they may beall{up-
P ch by the Zndicative, with their fignes added s as that,
when.

The Imperative Moode 15 difcernable without variati-
on, from the Indicative Mood thus.

1: By a poft-pofing of the perfonall auxiliary-word,.

whichin the Indicatsve thould be.prepofed; as

Thow goefl
Imparative

Go thoy,
Indicative
Go we,

We goo

1)

2 By ftanding without the perfonal word; as
Go to the doore.

‘The’ Infinitive Mood may likewife be knownby the
figne[ 107} asteach him[to]read,

The Tenfes ate three, Paft, Prefest, Futnre. -

The Pri[em Tenfe being thefirft ; will nced no diftin-
@ionin relpe& to the other Tenfcs, namely, the P4ft, and
the Future, which may have their diftinctionall additi-
ons. : : »

The Paff Tenfe is commonly diftinguifhed in three
pares;

Preterit, imperfect,
 Perfect,
Plus perfelt.

The Imperfect and Perfet might without inconveni-
ence be united in one, and . {o have one diftin¢tionall ad-
dition:
! The Plus perfeé? may remain diftinguithed , “yet asa
fub-diftin&ion unto the Perfel? Tenfe. :

Unto the Futsre mightbeaddeda {ub-diftin&ion, and
named the Conditionall Future for inftance,

1f be bad donz that I fbondd have loved bim.

The diftinction for Perfon and Numberin the Perbis
ncedlefTe, it being fufficient when the fame is performed
in the Noan, for inftance,

I love,
we love, (( What with
gelove, more is needlefle.
they love. B2 of




(8)
Of Nouns.

The Noune , the fecond derivation, is cither Common
or Proper. :

By Common, we underftand thofe Nouns which are
not proper names of things,but common Derivatives from
moft Perbs,as Lover, Loved, Love, Loveline[fe, ¢re.

By Proper names we underftand thofe names of fub-
fances, whether reall or fictitious , whereby they aredi-
finguifhed in their fpecies or individuums, as

Man, Horfe, Table, Houfe, ¢re.
Peter, Thomas, Pretty, Palace, ¢re.

_Thecommon Noxas Thave diftinguifhed in nine diftin-
‘&ions, as follow.

I 3 < i8
Thea&tiondeno-  That aleth. Onwhoma&ed.

minated,
Amor Amator Amatus
Lectio Lettor
Vifio

4 5 ¢
Inclination to.  Qualificationto  Theexceffeof

aétion. receive theadio. the a&won.
Amorofss Amabilis Amabundus
Andax Legibilis Drunk
Commanicativys.

of

(9)

. 7 b ¢
‘Oforbelong'ngtoan The abftra¢t of The manner of

action or thing. denomination,  being oracting,
Dyétrinalis Amorofitas Amnorof
Docibilitas Docibiliter.,

Notethat the eighth and ninth diftinctions are double:
derivatives, and appliable to the fourth, fifth, fixth, and
feventh diftinctions.— e

The feventh diftinction is likewifc appliable to words'
proper , as to denominate any one from the place of his
birth, as from

; Réme a - Roman,

Naples a  Neapolitan, &re.

Or'from his Calling, asa_Clothier from Clotb-mdl‘}ﬂg,
a. Barber trom Curting of beards.

"Thereare four diftinctions more, which becanfe they
feem more as Proper names then Comman namics, 'we
have placed themby themfelves, as

1 2 : 4
Theinftrument  The time of Th'cglacc The ﬁ‘}i)ﬁance
wherewithis® action ofaction, oftheaction
chiefly acted,as thchoureof  asof

S _drinking wine,
fromto See Dining aTavern Meat
the Eye Supping  ofbeerorale,  Drunk

an Alehoufe,

Of
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5 10 )
Of the nine diftin&ions of Nouns Common , the firft,

fecond,and cighthare only Subftantives , the reft all Ad-

je&tives; the four laft diftin&tions are all Subftantives.

No diftin¢tion for Number is needfullto the Nouns
AdjeQives,for their number is fub-underftood in the Sub-
ftantives unto whichthey relate.

Thefubftantives need likewife no diftin&ion of Num-
ber, excepr they intend a plural number Indefinitey as
There were Men,; which becaufe no by-ftanding word will
expreflcthe plurality according to our pofition, therefore
the plurality is ro be diftinguithed by addition in the word
Man, Butif the plurality be defined by the words; o,
Ten,many, ¢¢. as

ten ponnd, the diftinction in the words defining
many posnd. S are {ufficient without more.

__The Verb paffive is made of the third diftinction of
Nounscommon before mentioned , with theaiding 7¢76,
17/ bt‘; as ! .
Iam heloved, :
Thon fhalt bebeloved.

. Tke propernames of thingsto give them fignification,

is the work, we fuppofe, of a found Philofopher, who

from the knowledge of things and their orderin nature,
fhould give them names accordingly , defcribing that in
them by their name, by which in the naming they may be
known. :
-~ The Cafesof Nouns,as the Gesetive, Dative, and Ab-
lative may be diftinguifhed by the fignes, of; 10, freis,ad-
joyned, it
&

(11)
The Paffive or Acenfative will be known by its place
inthe order of Words, as hereafter. Lr
The fecond fort of Radixes

Arethofeof quality, as, hot,cold, &c.
The number of which mighe be diminifhed by a fubor:
dination as before inthe Perbswas noted, forinftance,

Hor, Cold,
Soft,Hard,&c.

‘ : Hot, Warm :
Sccondly, the graduall difference, as wes, Moiff, &c.

Firft, the oppofition in fignification, as

Of thefe Qualitative words may proceed 7erbs fignify-
ing action, ufing only the Radix , without any confignifi-
cative words adjoyned; as,

Thot,  or makehot, or heat,
Icold, or maki cold, &c.

Secondly, Zerbs paffive, but witha diftinctionall ad-
dition; as, I become Hot, Cold, &c.

Uneo thefe 7erbs migne likewife be appropriated the
confignifications before mentioned; as,

I am acenflomed tomake hot,  tobecome hot,
Tbegin tomake hor  to become hor, &c.

’ . L . . ‘
Thofc Qualitative words have derivatives of the fame
naturewith the eighth forc of. Nuwnscommon; as,

Hotneffe, Coldneffe,
Unto




(12)

}I‘ntq thefe Qualitative words,as iinto the former names
ap_p’cdazxyc, belongethan augmentation and diminution,
wich theircomparative and fuperlative degrees, as

_ Poftive, Comparative, Suparlative
Dim nution, Augmentadon. Diminution, Augmentation.  Diminution, Augmentation,
alistleman, agreat  alefler  agreater leaft greateft

man. man, man. man, wan,

The Anxiliary Words.
Thethird fort of Radicall words which are according

to' Grammar nominated, Pronouns, Adwverbs, Prepofitionsy

Interjections and Conjunctions.
The Pronouns,

1, thou,he,this,that, may beradicall : the Plurall, we,ye,

they,thefe,thofe,may have an additionall figne of plurality:
From thefe may dcnva:ivcly procccd of the ¢ighth fort of
Common names: b

Ego-itas ipfe-itas,- &re

hur’ll;l]:c od:]crhfollowing forts may be reduced toa certain
o agg::‘?or:: . ¢ number probably leffened by 2 fubordina-
The Nouns numerall mighe be thus defcribed in Lan-
guage.  Suppofe ninc fingle confonants for theninc firft
npmb?rs frpm one to pine inclufives andnine Vowels for
mll:c dignitics, each increafing teh times the value of the
otf ;r; the firft Vowell to confignific only the finglevalue
ot the ninc Confonants, in which place the fecond Vowell
c(c:)mmmg to confignific the Decimall dignity; the third,the
entenall; and fo foreh, this in conjunction you may ex-

piefein few fyllables, and without reiteration a very large
number, £ The

| (13)

T he principles ot Groundwork of our.new.Language
and Wiiting propofed; the application wethus prefcribe.;
' Firft, we prefcribe a;collection of all-the Radixes of the
.fhrc'c; forts of words before mentiored, wherein caré fhould
be had to ordain for Radixes none but thofe which are re-
ally fuch.. ; Sccondly, righgly to order a fubordination 6€
them asisbefore required; the fame thus. ordeted fhould
‘be_the contents of the fitlt parc of the Lexicon ,:and for
the wording of thofe radicall {ignifications, it will. be pre-

:required to have ordained a certain number of fingle founds
‘both of Vowelsand Confonants,: really fuch , and which
_Inay conftantly keepe their ftated founds without alte rati-
.on; out of which the forefaid Radixes fhould .be worded.
*Thus might thefe Radixes be ordered and ranked, firft,in
‘their founds in any known Language , thereto adjoyning
the new invented words for thefame. =

M'he fecond part of the faid Lexicon, fhould contain”all
the proper names of things, given them according tothe
forementioned requifites., ,
" The fecond Book required to be the Law of. this: new
Languagéand Writing, wherein all the Rules afoxementi:
oned to be fet down with fuchmoreas fhall be foundre-

uifite, which fhould be conftant, never fufferieg the leaft

eviation when once ftated: thefe Rules thus being not

many, and being conftant without any Anomalies or ¢x-

teptions, would be no great burthen to meriory,’ -
..Note, Forthe wording of the Radixes, our advife would
be, thacall fuch ordained words fhould be Monofyllables,
containiag a certain number of leteers , among which but
one Vowell,and that never ufed bt in: the Radix ,andin
all Reidizcs, " Secon:lly, that all the diftinétionalladditions
' C figni-

-




(1) |
fignificative;be all Confonants,and theVowelling of then
to be left atpleafure; alfoto place them where he pleafc,8
tomake onc ormore fyllablesas he fhallpleafe,only tha
info doing ofthem, -he feem notto divide them in mogc
wordsthen one. Secondly, that he divide not the Radix:
" Our reafon for this liberty is , that from the vowels have
proceeded che greateft variations of Languages,whofe force
thereforein this Language weadvife tobe abated,_~ ©
- Thedifferent placing of words in feverall Languages
hath produced no fmallinconvenience to thelearners of a
new Language, who in that new learned Language temain
ftill fubje¢t to obferve the order of their firlt known' Lan-
.guage, from whence often proceedeth a harfhnefletothe
underftanding of fuchmifordered fentences: To xc&ht
which inconvenience,and to maintain, if poffible, 't'ﬁc '
ftancic of our new Language, we have endeavoured’
colle&tion of the moft, if not all the fentences ‘ot forms of
fpecch, & in them propounded an order forall the wordss
‘which, or abetter, when obtained, we would recommend
as a conftant rule tobe obferved, and to haveits place in
our Grammar or Law of Language. '

on-

Sentencesasweor-  Thefameaccordingto  “Their diffin.

dina_ril_y exprefsthem.  our propofed order, &ion.
S € 1'The NounAgent ot
3’ c;’l:_r_x} ;Io'v:_lb Mary, {:}an, loverh M atygﬂ- heVerb ‘i[_xgelaf{ivé.
' £ 3The NounPatient,

A (ore fick, Stick_ foors
Avrod of Iron, Rod of Iron

- _ 1 the Thing:. ‘
His Beok “Bosk, his iilts,d:[crg’f;;ion orres
Johns Book Baok, Johns ' (lasion.

h

y.a-

(15)

Trloved I lwedd {x"rhe Ausiliaty Verb.
1s fpent I:fpm:% 2The Noun Adje&ive.
This man Thisman 1 The demonftrative.
That thing Tha thing 2 Thedemontftrated:
Ihave feinthething  Ihavefeenthing ~ Theword the left out.
It way done Was done - :
It baped Hapned Theword it, therz, left out.
There bapned Hapred

William is bved ~ Wiliam is loved g‘l‘; 2‘,‘;;‘;‘}’“‘““-
of his father of father his 3 TheNoun Agent.
John and Peter John asd Peter 1 The Agent.
travelled sogesher to travelled together to )2 The Verb.
Rome, Peter ras  Rome, Peter 74573 The Mannet.
bafiily toLondon  haftilyto London {4 Theplace.

~ (tient.
1 theNounPa.
Thomas isvssch Jevedsf Thomas is leved muchof )2 the Verbs
bis Father /Father bis 3 the manner.
: ‘(4 theagent,

: 1 the Noun Agent:
Thomas didbeat bis ~ Thomas did beas | 2 the Verb.

man very hardon’ man bis very bard )3 the Noun patient.
* the back with with fick on- \\4 the manner.
africk, ack, /s the inftrument.

\6 the part fuffering.

C: Teflerday




(16)

Yefterday John When timeis ekprelfed, it
<wenp to France iders < fhould alwayes precede
the a&ion, &c. :
withbim, P g L The: Auxiliary words, with,
Erombim, sdem to, from, . to precede
To Spain. the obje&.
7 - C1 The Ageiit
Tlove hizs nots 1 love wot bipp, Q2 The Verbl
: 3 The Negation.
4 The Pauent.
: e €1 The Verb.
Did ufets [ay. idem. §*= The 1nfinitive Mood.

S b, 2 The Auxiliary Verb.

There are people Inyard are gl The place where.

t The Agent.

I give thee this. b { gfw this to thet. -
He beld bis band  Hebeld handbis Q2 Tpe Yt
on thess.. 0% them. £ 1 on,pis i
o Q1 The Verb.
Dokt R g s T B
: 3 The Patient,
1 The Re'ative.
wham ye kyow fdems %z The Agent.
. 3 The Verb.
For

(17)

Forthe plainer expreffion, and eaficr underftanding of
fpecch, it were beft to convert all participles in other
manrier of expreffion, neglecting the ufe of them, '

- So much for application of the principles or grounds
before propofed to our new Language,-now followeth
their application to our new writing : which as. in this

‘Introducion is not to have relation to fonnds bur things,

wheérefore, for all the radicall words of the three fortsas
they ftand, for fuchinthe Lexicos are 1o haye chara&ters
affigned them, whichmay be defcribed anent the words
therefet down.

Then in the Grammarare to be defcribed thofe addi-
tionall marks for the derivative diftin¢tions, with rules for
the ufe of them o ——
~-Now that the Chara&ers might be known, and readi-
ly foundin the Lexicon', when the fignification of any of
them are defired to be known ; we have pitched on this
invention._

'+ Firft, that en finglc figuresbe. invented, whereof , nine

to Ii%niﬁcv the -nine fingle: numbers, and onc of them the.
Cypher. Suppofc thefe or thelikes

} i N 0 SO
1234567890

.Out of thefe might bé fremed ‘Charadess fignifying
any. number more orlefle, as thnis.

fignifying




(18) (19)

Suppofe the Character whofe fighification we would

- 235 ow,tobe &' , fignifying in number 569,and fuppofe
b fignifying 3568 the Lexicon we lf(i)ok for the faid number, and fo finde
its radicall fignification to Lswe, then the Grammer
02N 9050 is fupﬁoﬁ;d to have told us, that the prick on
Or elfeinftead of the Chara&er for the C pher, you 2 cngh}ﬁc}c dOthlﬁgmﬁ;th; e
might draw a ftroke through the Cﬁar'a&cr'"oty which the T":ﬁf{ca‘fﬁﬁlg;“ﬁﬁ tco;.lg’
Cypheris to follow, thus cluded to be
Loved,

X XI-acdDuUno
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 go,

And thenif two Cyphers follow immediately one the The End.
other, then might youdefcribe the firflt of them this way,
and thefecond as before, as

Q, for 900

for 9065

By thefle kinde of Chara&ers might you defcribe or-
Chara@crize all the radicall words comprifed inthe Lex-
icon,and in the order as they there- ftand; applying to the
firft the Charater 15 tothe fifth, the Charaéter € , to
the fiftieth, the Charalter ¢ or @ , to the five-
hundreth, the Charatter g 5 and fo forth. * Thus
when the fignification of a Chara&er is required, know-
ing the orderof it by its number con-fignified , you may

findeic out in the Lexicon : for inftance: .
up-




APPENDIX

The following page is reproduced from Lodowyck’s essay in
the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society, 1686, Vol. XV,
No. 182, page 137, by permission of the Curators of the

Bodleian Library.
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