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NOTE

Reproduced (original size) by permission of the Trustees of the British
Museum. Shelf-mark: 623.g.4(1).

Francis Lodowyck was one of a distinguished group of linguists who,
during the period extending roughly from 1645 to 1670, attempted to solve
the problem of constructing a universal language. His output was not large,
and he certainly never refined and elaborated his system in the way that
Bishop John Wilkins did in his monumental Essay towards a Real Character
(1688), but his two surviving works on the subject, the Groudwork, and A
common writing (1647), are undoubtedly significant landmarks in a highly
important movement in seventeenth century linguistics. Lodowyck also
wrote, for the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society (1686, Vol. XV,
no. 182 pp. 126-137), an “Essay towards an universal alphabet” — a work
which is important for the history of phonetic theory but not, in fact,
concerned with universal language as such. The “Essay” was subsequently
reprinted, doubtless for private circulation. At the end of this volume one
page from the original “Essay” has been reproduced to illustrate Lodowyck’s
proposed alphabet.

NOTE: J.1. H. Mendels, “Een Phoneticus uit de 17de Eeuw”’, Neophilologus,
XXI, 1936, 219-225; D. Abercrombie, “Forgotten Phoneticians”, Transactions
of the Philological Society, 1948, 2-11; E. J. Dobson, English Pronunciation
1500-1700, Oxford, 1957, 271-280.

Reference: Alston, VII, 280.
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The Introdu&ion.

=1He: expreffion of the minde
or thoughus; s either by the
Tongue or:Pen moft gene-
rally: performed, in both
)| thefe, asatprefent ufed, I
have obfervedthefe incon-
| veniencies:

" 1 Concerning language,
‘which forthe common ufe
“it hath with rationall crea-
“tures, fhouldbe in rules cer-

tain and cafie, thecontrary of which I have obferved in
moft Languages at prefent in ufe amongft the Nations of
thefe Weltérn partsof the World , and more- efpecially
in thofecalled Learned Languages,.which are; as it were,
become common Eanguages, by reafon of the knowledge
and léarningby themdivulged;-and:'which fhould in- all
reafonbe the cafieft and certaineft , botht for the truer de-
{cription: of things+, and the cafier:attaining of the faid
‘ A s 3" I:ani.







