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INTRODUCTION

suma was designed to be neutral, easy, and practical. In order to
be neutral the words should be neither borrowed nor derived from any
other language, but they should be especially designed to be easy to
speak and easy to spell. The Suma words are short and the consonants
alternate with vowels: suma te kana nato sako (Suma be easy world
language). A small number of Suma words are not completely neutral:
foto(photograph); kino(cinema) from German "Kino"; dea (ofg from the
French "de™; etc.

In order to be easy the universal language should have a short vo-
cabulary and & simple grammar. Suma is limited to a maximum of 2000
basic words. At present it has about 1000 basic words, excluding pro-
per names and chemical formulas.

In order to further reduce the number of basic words to be learned,
Ssuma uses a simple system to associate word pairs that are relatively
easy to associate, such as good/bad, boy/girl, table/chair, dog/cat,
rain/snow, etc. Once you learn & word pair in your native language,
you need only learn one Suma word in order to learn two Suma words.
Since more than 250 word pairs are used, it is important to explain
this unique feature of Suma in this introduction. The Suma alphabet
begins with the five vowels which have the following sequence: a,i,u,
o.e. The first two vowels "a/i" and the last two vowels "o/e" are
Used in the first vowel of a word pair to associate the Suma words.

Here are some a/i word pairs: pamo/pimo(man/woman); kamo/kimo(dog/
cat); kans/kins(easy/difficult); kevi/kivi 1augh/cry3. Bere are some
o/e word pairs: poma/pema(good/bad); ¥o veni (open/close); soto/seto
(rain/snow)., In only a few cases is the sequence of the words in a
word pair somewhat difficult to remember, but as soon as one member
of & word pair has been learned then the sequence is no longer a pro-
blem.

In addition to the use of the first vowel to associate word pairs,
suma also uses the terminal vowel to associate other types of related
meanings: bato(table) yields bate(furniture); gimo(sand) yields gime
(glass). The use of the terminal vowel does not follow any speci%ic
rules but the resultant words are easy to learn.

Another aid to easy learning of the basic vocabulary is the use of
the terminal vowel to indicate the part of speech. Thus all verbs end
in i: kosi(give); all adjectives end in a or u: poma (good) ; all nouns
end in o or e: vino(wine); etc. Of course, there are some exceptions
because Suma is a "practical' language.

The grammar of Suma has been made very simple without loss of clar-
ity. There are no articles, but there is a simple device for express-
ing the articles if it is necessary. There are no plural inflections
because it is simple to express the plural by the use of such words as
tama(all), pota(many), tusa(these), or the numerals. There are two
auxiliary verbs to express tne past and future tenses respectively,but
these auxiliaries are only used when the tense is not clear; ma oki mi
pigo temo(I see you back day) clearly means: "I saw you yesterday".,
There are no complex tenses; these are expressed by context: asa mi
te mora pigo temo, isa mi o mi (if you be here back day, thermyou
see he) is easily translated into: "If you had been here yesterday
then you would have seen him."

There are no accusative or possessive inflections, The accusative
is expressed by position: ma oki mu (I see him); mu oki ma(He sees
me). The possessive case is expressed by the preposition dea(of):
papo dea ma(father of I) my father.
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GRAMMAR

1, Alphabet: 5 vowels and 14

consonants in the following order:

a,i,u,0,e,b,d,f,g,k,1,m,n,p,
P8k, V2 |

The nforeign" letters follow
after Mz":

CyhyJ,Q,W,X,Y

There is no single standard of
pronunciation. Fach nation will
use their native pronunciation.
The pronunciaticn is approximate-
ly as follows:

father
niece
true
&0
they

®OEHM®

£0
S0

w e

The remaining consonents are

pronounced approximately as in
Fnglish.

The names of the letters are

formed by adding "i" to the con-
sonants:

bi,di,fi,gi,ki, etc

The nemes of the foreign let-
ters all add "e" except "q"; the
name for "y" is arbitrary:

SUHB AR R

The stress or accent always
falls on the first vowel of u
word; there are no diphthongs and
iach vowel is pronounced separate-

Vo

Capital letters are used in
proper names that have not yet
been transcribed, (MAINE), in chem-
ical formulas, (COZ), end in any
word that is written in ncrmal
Fnglish, because it was not in the
Suma dictionary, (ISOTOPE).

¢, Articles: There are none.
The indefinite article "a" or "an"
is understood unless otherwice in-
dicated:

kato lati kamo & boy has & dog

The definite article "the" is
often expressed by tu(this) or
tusa (these):

tu kato the boy
Tuss kato the boys

If necessary the indefinite
article may be expressed by the
numeral 1:

1 kato & boy

3. Plural: by plural modifiers

or by context:

¢ kato two boys

tusa kato these boys
tama kato all boys
tima kato mno boys
tuma kato some boys
pots kato many boys
peta kato few boys

daro dea kato group of boys
1 dea kato one of the boys

sia lati mosa deno she has
beautiful teeth (not "toothn")

The word "these" is translated
by tthis® if the plural is shown
by other words:

these boys
these three boys

tusa kato
tu 3 kato

4, Possessive: by the preposi-
tion dea (of):

kamo dea kato a boy's dog

kamo dea ma my 4Og

kamo dea papo dea ma my
father's dog

The plural often requires the
word tusa (these):

tusa moke dea ma my friends
tusa moke dea tusa kato the




boys! friends

The possessive pronouns "mine',

"yours", etc., sre expressed by
dea (off:

tu te dea ma this is mine

The preposition dea also de-
notes a verb-object relationship:

tuni puto dea roma the burning
of Rome

tosi puto dea papo love for s
father

_ An English possessive some-
times denotes agency, in which
case it is expressed by fone (by):

tuni puto dea roma fone nero
Nero's burning of Rome

The possessive words "my" a
"your" are often omitted in clear
context:

kape pemi (my) head aches
voni EoBox open (your) book
Note: The possessive of the
interrogative and relative pro-
nouns precedes the thing possess-
ed, in order to introduce the
function of these words to the
reader early in the sentence:

dea pavo lobo? whose book?
dea sio devo te whose name is

5. Dative: by the preposition
ale(toi; the dative normally pre-
gegis tgﬁ accusative but it may

ollow € accusative if w
separator: g i s

m& _kosi lobo ale mu g
a book S K

ma kosi ale mu tu lobo

The preposition ile(f
lows the sume pattern:( R el

ma kesi lobo ile mu I take a
ook from him

6. Accusative: is expressed by
position after the verb or a prepo-
sition:

ma oki mu I see him
ml oki ma he sees me
ale ma to me

fone mu by him

The relative and interrogative
pronouns in the accusative case pre-
cede the subject:

pamo, sio mi oki the man whom
you see
vo mi oki? whom do you see?
pivo mi 1iti? what do you want?

7. Tense: is usually indice
the context: X Bigasd:

ma oki mi pigo temo I saw you
ygsterday

ma oki mi pago temo I will see
you tomorrow

There are two auxiliary verbs
for tense, sati(did) and siti(will);
these auxiliaries are only used
when necessary:

me sati tomi (I did go) I went
ma siti tomi(I will go) I will
g0

: %nfthe absence of adequate con-
ext the present tense is alwa
understood: SEt g

ma. momi }dbo I am reading a book
pamo keni the man is dying

Tpe following verbs differ from
English in pattern:

ma sati kami tomi (I did can go)
I :as able to go

ma sati aki tomi (I did must go
e h@d.to g0 ( i

ma sati iki tomi(I did should
80) I should have gone

ma siti kami(I will can) I will
be able to

me siti aki (I will must) I will
have to )

In the following example note
that only one auxiliary is used to
set the basic tense of the entire

paragraph:

papo dea ma sati lati kamo. tu
kamo keni. isa papo poti sute
sita tosa mu sami kamo.

ILiteral translation: Father of
I did have dog. This dog die. Then
fether speuk that never again he
buy dog.

Free translation: My father had
a dog. The dog died. Then my fath-
er said that he would never again
buy another dog.

8. Infinitive: is expressed by

the particle to(to):

ma liti to tomi I want to go

The particle to is omitted
after kami(can), aki(must), iki
(should) and sui(Tet):

me kami tomi I can go

me & tomi I must go

ma iki tomi I should go

me sui mu tomi I let him go

The accusative with infinitive
is correct in Suma, but it may
also be translated by a clause:

ma 1iti mu to tomi I want him
to go

ma liti sute mu tomi I want
that he (should) go

ma tami tu to te mola I know
this to be true

ma tami sute tu te mola I know
that this is true

The infinitive construction may
be used after a noun instead of
using a prepositional phrase:

nade to sidi suma (way to learn
suma) how to learn Suma

nade dea sidi puto dea suma
(way of learn ment of cuma)

3

9, Imperative: by omitting the
subject and adding an exclamation
mark:

come here
please sit down

temi moral
kuma mitil

In the first and third persons
we usc suif(let):

sui ma tati tujlet me do it
sui mu teti tullet him do it

Note the following idiomatic
imperatives:

sui kogo koni] long live the
king
sui meke keni] death to the

enemy
sui devo dea mi te sovil] blessed

be thy name

10. Passive: is expressed by te

(be) plus a verb:

ma te oki I am seen

mu te deni fone kamo he was
bitten by a dog

me te kovi ale koso he was
killed in the war

11, Transitive verbs: All Sume
verbs are both transitive and in-
transitive without change unless
they are marked "vi"(verb intransi-
tive) in the dictionary:

ma tosi (intransitive) I am in
ove
ma tosi mi (trans) I love you

bane puti (trans) milk; (intran)
lactate

Yhen an intransitive verb is
compounded with a preposition it
becomes transitive:

ma tomi onag mi I go with you
ma onz toml mi I accompany you

An intransitive verb may some-
times be made transitive by add-
ing the suffix puti (en):







