Robbie Squire Wins the Junior Expert USA Cycling Mountain Bike National Championships
MTB Nationals Continue With Junior And Amateur Competition
West Dover, Vt. (July 18, 2008)— The semi-pro and junior expert cross country races highlighted the second day of competition at the USA Cycling Mountain Bike National Championships at Mount Snow Resort. Robbie Squire (Sandy, Utah) won his first national championship in the junior expert men’s 17-18 contest. Seth Kemp (Campobello, S.C.) earned the junior expert 15-16 men’s cross country title and Essence Barton (Thousand Oaks, Calif.) won the junior expert women’s race.

 

Robbie Squire and John Bennett (El Cerrito, Calif.) established and early gap in the junior expert men’s 17-18 race and never looked back. After a race-long battle and despite a third-lap crash, Squire was finally able to overtake Bennett on a final lap descent. The 23rd-place finisher in the junior men’s race at the UCI World Championships in June, Squire brought home his first national title in 1:58:04 over the 20-mile course after taking up mountain bike racing only last year.      

 

“I didn’t feel so hot when we went off, but John and I were able to get a gap and we battled it out the rest of the way,” said Squire.  

Stars and Stripes in the Green Mountain State

By Fred Dreier
Winning the men’s junior race was Robbie Squire, who hails from Sandy, Utah. Squire is a recent high school grad from Alta High School, and has only been racing his bike for one year. Despite crashing on the next to last lap, Squire rode at the front of the men’s race with John Bennett, winner of the 2008 NorCal High School mountain bike series. But on the final climb, Squire pulled ahead. 

Squire is a racing and training partner with Utah local Mitchell and Chris Peterson. The two convinced him to enter his first mountain bike race last year at the Deer Valley round of the National Mountain Bike Series. 

“I showed up on my dad’s mountain bike with tennis shoes on,” Squire said. 

Squire joined up with John Kemp’s Devo program, and his performance improved tenfold. This year Squire won the junior expert race at Deer Valley and represented the United States at the 2008 world championships, where he was the top male American junior finisher in 23rd. 

“It was cool, it made me feel like I’m on the international level,” said Squire, who will attend the University of Utah next year
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Junior Expert Men’s 17-18 Cross Country

1. Robbie Squire (Sandy, Utah) 1:58:04

2. John Bennett (El Cerrito, Calif.) 2:01:22

3. Seamus Powell (Round Top, N.Y.) 2:01:27

4. Eric Emsky (Fall City, Wash.) 2:02:13

5. Kerry Werner, Jr. (Birdsboro, Pa.) 2:05:37
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Robbie Squire smiles after winning Junior Expert USA National Championship Title


	[image: image3.jpg]



Robbie Squire and Essence Barton from Team Devo show off their Championship Jerseys.


