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WHAT’S
COMING

UP?

Sunday, 19 July: CSHA’s annual picnic will be held at 2 PM at the Towson Unitarian Universalist
Church, 1710 Dulaney Valley Road in Lutherville. Beer, soda, hot dogs and hamburgers will be
provided. Please bring a salad or dessert to round out the menu. More information will be on our
website www.czslha.org.
Friday, 11 September: Česká a Slovenská Škola začná vyučovani každý pátek od 18.00-19.30. The
Czech and Slovak Language School for Children will offer classes every Friday from 6 to 7:30 pm.
Classes meet in the Undercroft of the Cathedral of Mary Our Queen, 5200 N. Charles Street,
Baltimore. For more information please contact Markéta Traband at marketa.traband@gmail.com or
Margaret Supik at usupik@verizon.net or 410-662-6094.
Saturday, 12 September: Our Adult Language School will begin the 2015-16 school year at the R.W.
Gribbin Center, 9317 Bel Air Rd. in Perry Hall. Learning a foreign language is a great way to exercise
your mind. Don’t worry, neither Czech nor Slovak is as difficult as you think. For more information,
see the insert with this issue of HLAS, or contact Lois Hybl at 410-243-1710.
Monday, 14 September: The Czech and Slovak Heritage Singers will resume rehearsals at 7 PM in
the Choir Room at the Cathedral of Mary Our Queen. New voices are needed; contact Charles Supik,
410-662-6094 or Chasupik2@gmail.com, for more information. Czech and Slovaks have a great
musical heritage, why not become a part of it right here in Baltimore?
Sunday, 25 October: Our 29th Annual Czech and Slovak Festival will be held from noon to 6 PM at
the Baltimore 45 (Tall Cedars) Hall on Putty Hill Ave. in Parkville. Good food, good music and
dancing await. Joy of Maryland, the Pittsburgh Area Slovakians, the Czech and Slovak Heritage
Singers and the children of our dětská škola will perform. Bohemian Caterers will be on hand to tempt
you with their authentic (and truly delicious) Czech specialties.
Sunday, 10 January, 2016: CSHA’s winter meeting. A brief business meeting will be followed by a
film and home-cooked Czech food.
Sunday, 15 May, 2016: the dumpling meeting - a brief business meeting followed by Czech delacacies
prepared for us by Bohemian Caterers.
HLAS: We would love to have your feedback about HLAS. Let us know your comments, ideas, or
what you would be interested in reading about in the next issue. Please contact Margaret Supik at
usupik@verizon.net or Olga Mendel at omendel@gmail.com
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM CZECH GOVERNMENT
CSHA recently learned that we have been selected to receive a generous grant in the amount of 110,000 Kč
from the Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Of that total 70,000 Kč is to be used to support our Children’s Language School and 40,000 Kč is earmarked for
our 29th Annual Festival. In US dollars the grant amount is just over $4500.
In his June 2, 2015 letter to the Association, Robert Řehák, Cultural Attaché at the Embassy of the Czech
Republic, thanked CSHA for, “…your excellent contribution to enhancing the knowledge of the Czech
language, keeping alive Czech tradition and culture for future generations and deepening Czech-US relations.”
CSHA is proud to have our efforts recognized by the Czech government and very, very grateful to have been
recognized and rewarded for our efforts.

ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES AT ST. WENCESLAUS
We recently learned the pastor of St. Wenceslaus for many years, Rev. Peter Lyons, has been transferred. His
order of Franciscan priests will no longer staff the church, and Fr. Peter has been reassigned to St. Francis
University in Loretto, Pennsylvania, where he will begin teaching in September. CSHA wishes him well in his
new assignment and thanks him for all he did for us.
For years St. Wenceslaus Church was one of the spiritual, social and cultural anchors of the East Baltimore
Czech community. The church bells, restored recently with financial support from the Czech government,
chimed their reminders for the entire neighborhood around Hopkins Hospital: time for church, time for school,
time to go home, time to remember one who had died, time to celebrate. Fr. Peter was always sensitive to the
special place that St. Wenceslaus enjoyed in the Czech community. A Czech hymn was always sung at the 8:30
Mass and he welcomed us on the last Sunday of September to celebrate the feast of the Czech patron saint,
Wenceslaus, or in Czech Václav. December saw many of us at St. Wenceslaus for our Mikulášská, singing
traditional Czech Christmas songs and afterwards enjoying Czech pastries for the feast of St. Nicholas and the
beginning of the Christmas season.
The influence of its Czech founders is seen throughout the church. A statue of Sv. Václav stands above the
main altar. Representations of other Czech saints are seen in statuary and stained glass windows. St. Ludmila,
scarf wrapped about her neck, presides above a side altar. The grandmother who influenced young Václav to
embrace Christianity, was martyred, strangled with her scarf, to bring an end to her influence over her
grandson. Brothers Cyril and Methodius, who brought Christianity to the Slavic inhabitants of central Europe,
stand nearby. Methodius made the decision to use the Latin alphabet for transcribing Old Slavonic for his
followers in the Great Moravian kingdom while Cyril chose to use Greek letters. His system of written
language is still widely used in Eastern Europe and bears his name -- the Cyrillic alphabet. Throughout the
church, on windows, and even on the bells, one can see Czech names with the word kmotři, sponsors. These are
the names of those early emigrants who wanted to hold on to their Czech heritage and faith.
It seems likely that another order of Franciscan priests will step in and keep St Wenceslaus open and
welcoming. We hope that Fr. Peter’s successor, whoever he might be, will acknowledge the special role the
church has served in the building and the preservation of the Czech community in Baltimore.
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ADULT LANGUAGE SCHOOL CELEBRATES END OF YEAR WITH
TRADITIONAL POTLUCK
Lois Hybl
Students and teachers celebrated the Spring 2015 semester with our traditional luncheon potluck on Saturday,
April 11. Lunch included apple strudel made by Richard Blum.
We thank our teachers Natalie Karlinsky (beginning and intermediate Slovak and Slavic Traditions), Andrea
Kletetschka (Intermediate Czech), Iva Zicha (Beginning Czech and Czech Conversation) and Margaret Supik
who substituted on very short notice. Students also enjoyed the March 21 presentations by Czech author
Daniela Krolupperová and Olga Mendel who lived through the Velvet Revolution.
Thanks again to John Sullivan who continued to come early as often as possible to unload or load our materials
and equipment because we cannot store materials at the Gribbin Center. He and Iva Zicha helped make sure the
building was open and locked when I was recovering from February 9 back surgery or had to attend a
conflicting meeting.
We hope more of you will join us in the fall beginning on September 12 to learn Czech or Slovak and share
experiences and knowledge about history, culture and politics with our teachers and students. Let’s get the
enrollment well above this semester’s 19 students by spreading the word. Contact Lois Hybl at 410-243-1710,
lhybl@verizon.net or see czslha.org.

KOČKA LEZE DÍROU – CHILDRENS’ CRAFTING AROUND A SONG TUNE
Karel Matejovsky leads the monthly art club at the children school. As part of the last meeting of this school
year, the children cut out a cat face with openings for eyes. Then they sang that cute Czech song Kočka leze
dírou with all of the vowels.
As one of their enrichment activities the younger children of our language school combined this drawing
activity not only with singing, but with a Czech pronunciation drill. Each vowel in each word of the song is
replaced with a, e, i, o, u. For example, kočka becomes kačka, then kečke, kički until all the vowels have been
used. The result is not only delightful nonsense, but a better understanding of the correct vowel sounds in
Czech.
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Kreslení a malování, pak vystřihování kočičího obličeje s otvory pro oči…..

Nakonec si děti zazpívaly tuto českou písničku postupně se všemi samohláskami.
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LEARN TO PLAY THE FUJARA AND KONCOVKA, CONNECT WITH
YOUR ROOTS, AND HAVE THE BEST VACATION OF YOUR LIFE!
The Slovak fujara, the queen of flutes, is cultural
symbol of Slovakia and of Slovak folk music. This
year is the 10th anniversary of the recognition of this
unique music instrument by UNESCO. Fujara has
been recently played also by Czechs and by
increasing numbers of musicians in other countries,
including USA and Canada.
Are you one of the many people of Czech or Slovak
heritage who feel that you are losing touch with
your roots amid the hustle and bustle of daily life?
Bob Rychlik also once felt he was drifting farther
and farther away from the culture and the soul of
the Czechoslovakia he left so many years ago, when
an unexpected gift from a Slovak friend changed
that and more – it changed his life! The gift was his
first Slovak fujara, and he immediately fell in love
with its rich sound and the feelings it evoked of his
distant homeland.
Fast forward to the present time: He now has
hundreds of performances on the fujara and other
Slovak overtone flutes under his belt. He has played
at many festivals, and in workshops in many states,
in several countries, and he is offering you the
opportunity to find that deep inner voice of Slovak
culture yourselves by learning to play the fujara and
another wonderful flute, the koncovka.

If you do not have a fujara, no problem. There will
be loaner instruments for you; and everybody can
get a koncovka at the class. This class is not
available anywhere else in the country. Some
students come from far away, some take more
classes featuring other instruments, and some come
here with their spouses for an activity-filled
week. There are concerts every day, and people are
jamming together at many places …. “It was the
best vacation of my life, and it could be yours too,”
says Rychlik.

Bob Rychlik, the instructor, teaches a one-week
course on the beautiful campus of McDaniel
College in Westminster, Maryland, during
Traditions Week 1 of the annual Common Ground
on the Hill program.
This year, the class will be held from June 29 – July
3, 2015. Everyone is welcome. No music
experience is necessary to take this class. “In all
my years of teaching it, by the end of the week,
every student was playing two traditional Slovak
songs, and Amazing Grace on the fujara, and
everybody was playing the koncovka, even jamming
the blues on it,” says Bob Rychlik.

The class is part of a summer program organized by
Common Ground on the Hill. If you would like to
find out more, please email the office
atcommonground@commongroundonthehill.org,
express interest in the fujara class.
You can also see all the courses on line
at www.commongroundonthehill.org (For fujara:
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Click Programs/Traditions Week 1 /Overtone flutes
– fujara and koncovka)
Come celebrate the 4th of July in Maryland or
Washington D.C. This will be the fifth year of the
fujara class being offered during Traditions Week 1
and Bob Rychlik is looking forward to meeting you
in the 2015 class!
For an introduction to the fujara and koncovka, you
can watch Bob’s presentation at the Library of
Congress here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Y5fonktBzQ
(or Google: “Rychlik – fujara – Congress)
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The Czech and Slovak Heritage Association
Sdružení Čechů a Slováků pro Uchování Národních Odkazů
Združenie Čechov a Slovákov pre Zachovanie Národných Odkazov

Presents

THE TWENTY- NINETH ANNUAL
CZECH AND SLOVAK FESTIVAL

PITTSBURGH AREA SLOVAK FOLK ENSEMBLE
DINNERS BY BOHEMIAN CATERING, PASTRIES, COFFEE,
HOT DOGS, BEER, SOFT DRINKS
VENDORS, EXHIBITS, FELLOWSHIP
DANCING, MUSIC BY JOY OF MARYLAND

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2015
12 noon to 6 p.m.
Baltimore 45 Association Hall
2501 Putty Hill Avenue, Parkville, Md. 21234
(corner of Old Harford Road and Putty Hill Avenue)
Admission $7.00

For more information visit our website www.czslha.org or call 410-662-6094, 410-243-1710
Czech and Slovak Heritage Association is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization – donations to which are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.

Please help us to have a successful
2015 CZECH AND SLOVAK HERITAGE FESTIVAL
on Sunday, October 25th 2015

You can:
 volunteer to help at the FESTIVAL;

 advertise your business, remember loved ones, honor family or salute friends by taking
an ad or a patron ad in the 2015 FESTIVAL SOUVENIR BOOK;


and, most importantly, attend the FESTIVAL (noon to 6 pm) and enjoy the fun.
Use the form below to let us know how you want to help.

I want to volunteer to help at the 2015 Annual FESTIVAL. (please fill in information
below so that we can contact you prior to the FESTIVAL or call 410-662-6094, 410-243-1710
I want to place an ad, message or memorial in the Festival Book.
Inside cover

$125.00

Full page

$100.00

1/2 page

$50.00

1/4 page

$25.00

1/8 page

$15.00

patron

$2.00 each name

Please attach a copy of your ad, message or memorial, or print the text below:

□ Check enclosed _____________amt. □ member

□ non-member

Name:___________________________________________________________________(please print)
Address:_______________________________________________________________________________
City:______________________________________________ State:_________ Zip code:____________
email: _____________________________________________ phone______________________________
Mail completed form (and check) to:
CSHA, PO Box 20261, Baltimore, MD 21284-0261

Copy and payment are due no later than August 31, 2015

CZECH AND SLOVAK LANGUAGE SCHOOL
sponsored by

THE CZECH AND SLOVAK HERITAGE ASSOCIATION (CSHA)
P.O. Box 20261, Baltimore, MD 21284-0261 (www.czslha.org)

Where can you find low-cost classes in the Czech and Slovak languages, sample ethnic food
during breaks, and learn about the history, culture, music and current events related to this
heritage here and abroad? Read on!
Fall semester classes begin September 12, 2015. We encourage you to register in advance by mail.
In-Person Registration: 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., September 12.
Classes, eleven Saturdays, The Gribbin Center, 9317 Belair Road, Perry Hall, MD 21236
The following schedule is tentative and may be modified over the summer. Some teachers accept students for tutoring at other times.
The following courses include grammar, conversation, reading, and writing:
Czech 101 (Introductory First Year Students) 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Czech 201 (Intermediate I) 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Slovak 101 (Beginning) 12:00 – 2:00 p.m.
Slovak 201 (Intermediate) 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
The following course emphasizes conversation with some translation and writing:
Czech Conversation 11:15 a.m. – 1:15 p.m.
The following class is taught in English
Slavic Traditions 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. (one hour, $35 tuition)
Tuition: $70 per course, plus cost of books. Because the Language School is subsidized by CSHA, we
encourage you to join at $25 per year using the separate membership form in newsletters or on the website.
For more information about teachers, classes, and detailed directions, call 410-243-1710 (please leave a message) or email
lhybl@verizon.net. For weather cancellations, call 410-243-1710 for a recorded message.
The language school is open to anyone of any age interested in learning about Czech and Slovak languages, history, and culture. We do
not discriminate based on race, color, national or ethnic origin. Class schedule is subject to change based on enrollment and teacher
availability.

Send this form to: Lois Hybl, Language School, CSHA, P.O. Box 20261, Baltimore, MD 21284-0261
(410-243-1710; e-mail: LHybl@verizon.net). Or see the website registration form at www.czslha.org.
Please circle any part of your address, phone, or e-mail that you do NOT want included in our
Language School Directory.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Address Apt. # City State ZIP+4
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone
Work Phone
Cell
FAX
E-mail address
Check class(es) for Fall 2015:
Czech 101 (First Year Intro) _____
Czech 201 (Intermediate) _____
Czech Conversation _____
Slovak 101 (Beginning) _____
Slovak 201 (Intermediate) _____
Slavic Traditions (1 hr.) ______

Insert cost for each item:
Tuition ($70 per 2-hour course) _____
($35 per 1-hour course) ...... _____
(Czech texts and Slovak texts
vary by class, so plan to
purchase on September 12)
Total ............................ ___________
(Make checks payable to CSHA.)
(If you wish to pay CSHA dues for 2015,
enclose a separate check for $25 with
“membership” on the memo line.)

*To check your membership status,
contact Charles Supik, 410-662-6094,
chasupik2@verizon.net
or usupik@verizon.net
Keep my name on the language school
mailing list. _____
Take me off the mailing list. _____
I learned about these classes from
_______________________________

