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Khmer script

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Formatted for booklet size by dannyw

Khmer & 3i]i512t5im AN Type Abugida Spoken languages Khmer Time period c. 611~
present[1] Parent systems
Proto-Canaanite alphabet

- Brahmi
- Pallava
- Khmer

Child systems Thai

Lao Sister systems Mon

Old Kawi Unicode range U+1780-U+17FF,
+19E0-U+19FF 1SO 15924 Khmr
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consonants are special forms used to form consonant clusters.
Also sometimes referred to as "sub-consonants", subscript
consonants often resemble the corresponding consonant symbol,

only smaller. In Khmer, they are known as 'cheung aksar' zmn

HTijD), meaning the foot of a letter. In forming consonant

clusters, the second (and where necessary, the third) consonant
sound of the cluster is written as a subscript which cancels the
inherent vowel of the preceding consonant. Most subscript
consonants are written directly below consonant which they
follow, although subscript /r/ is written before while a few others
have ascending elements which appear after.

Listed in the table below are the pronunciations of the
consonants when recited. Although Khmer spelling is very
regular, the pronunciation of some consonants may be slightly
different from the recited version in a few words. This is
especially true in loan words. The IPA values given are for
consonants in the initial or medial position. Because of Khmer
phonology, in which final stops are unreleased and possible
finals are limited, word-final values may differ. For example,
word-final /s/ is pronounced /h/ and, in most dialects, word-
final /r/ is silent. The inherent vowels of consonants in the final
position are almost never pronounced. The two obsolete
consonants are highlighted in gray.

Conso  Subscript Transliteration IPA

nants form
fi q ka ka
g g kha kra
A q ko ko
w L kho kho
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Examples of ligatured symbols:
£+ 1 = 1A (kad)

o+ 107 = 188 pav)

0+ 1= 6 (cha)

U+ 0= (ba)

Ligatured consonant subscript and vowel combination:
T+ j+ A =0 (chba)

&+ g+ 107 g msau)

Numerals
Main article: Khmer numerals
The numerals of the Khmer script, similar to that used by other
civilizations in Southeast Asia, are also derived from the
southern Indian script. Arabic numerals are also used, but to a
lesser extent.

Khmer  gowmc dd NG &

numerals
Arabic

0123 456 789
numerals

Khmer in Unicode

The Unicode range for Khmer consists of two ranges: U+1780 ...
U+17FF for the basic characters, and U+19E0 - U+19FF for
additional symbols. Grey areas indicate non-assigned code
points.

Khmer
Unicode.org chart (PDF)

9]
U+1
Uy mmm:T;mm:u&

m

A[B[c]D[E

o

=3
=
o3
=
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i & 2e

E ei ?9j

g 5 ?

8

& u u

8 ou 2w

U rée ri

U roe ?ri

)] 1oe 2l

0 loe 2l

il é ?e!

] ai ?aj

8.6 ad ?a:0

m au aw

Diacritics

_WH-W%M. Name Notes

nikk6hét niggahita; nasalizes the inherent vowels and
Awmdm_mu some of the dependent vowels, see anusvara,
a sometimes used to represent [an] in Sanskrit
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for /ba/. These additional consonants are mainly used to
represent sounds in French and Thai loanwords.

Digraph — yy.qjiteration PA

u ga ga

U né na

m.w pa pa

U ma ma

0 la la

U) fa, wa fa, wa
uy Za 3a

Dependent vowels

There are 16 unique dependent vowel symbols, although this
name can be added up to 24 when dependent vowels with
diacritical symbols are included. Dependent vowels are known

a_ o o
in Khmer as srak nissdy (({J: S {3jW0) or srak phsam ({fU: mrﬂ.
Dependent vowels must always be combined with a consonant in
orthography. For most of the vowel symbols, there are two
sounds (registers). The sound of the vowel used depends on the
series (the inherent vowel) of the dominant consonant in a
syllable cluster.

Depend Transliteration IPA
ent . . . .
vowels a-series o-series a-series o-series
H ar or ar or
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i Q pha

n q pod po

f Q phé p"o

) 4 mo mo

w J yo jo

i U rd ro

18) & 16 1o

i g vo vo

=3 2 sha -

U of s86 -

fu [0 s& sa

n & ha ha

§] ﬂ* la la

H O qa 2a

"
* The subscript for the consonant Id is included in Unicode
although its usage in modern Khmer is generally non-existent.
For some phonemes in loanwords, the Khmer writing system has
‘created' supplementary consonants. Most of these consonants
are created by stacking a subscript under the character for/ha/
to form digraphs. The consonant for /pa/, however, is created by
using the diacritical sign called musékdténd over the consonant

Page 6 of 15

S1J0 71 abvd

ouj ‘ssaid abejuep ‘67 obed
‘SADM PUy SO131]0d UDIPOQUIDY Ul SUOIUdAIdIUT U110 Jo
A103SIH V :]JoH 03 WOPaaL] Wo.,] :300dUIOYIU00S douung _ g
‘0297187280 NdSI "zG-1§ 'dd 'ssaiq Meme Jo A)s1aatu
*apinb 102]as D : saunjp.ajl pup sabonbuvy :vISy ISVT
-4In0S *(6861) JOUIN SI9YI0I) Auoyjuy ‘BLRd “WMeqIoH T

SAON
e e e o2 ) 2| || E[e|le[ 3| s
[ A 0 T T AR A I R R A TR TR IR I <z ()
6|06 WG| a6|es| 06| 8| 5| M| G|A|B|6|d(6|0|

d| 3| d| O d| V| 6| 8] L[9|S|¥|€E[Z|T|0
(4dd) 318y BI0"8podTin
S[OqUIAS TUIYD]
sl s|w| | 2| alw| | v| o XdL
1+n
XHL
2| oplepppRe|o| B
. . . XAl
=0 LIV I Y N O AR R I B 1+0
. X0L
S e ey
aln | . XdL
e oo ua(rrm@wgib
e|0oRn ge el uE_m_amE L
| aly alulu|u|nlsi|s|s| 5
j.: 1+n
T1-20-600Z oujuj abonbupT 1awWyy mAuuop
dannyw Khmer Language Intro 2009-07-11

loanwords
< - shining face; adds final aspiration to
- redhmiikh dependent or inherent vowels, usually

° (149 omitted, corresponds to the visarga diacritic,
' it maybe included as dependent vowel symbol
yukoledkpi
nta yugalabindu (pair of dots); adds final
ol Hamam Q glottalness to dependent or inherent vowels,
g usually omitted, a relatively new diacritic
)

musékaton
" d musikadanta (mouse teeth); used to convert
&amm mu some o-series consonants to the a-series

8

trei sapt trisabda; used to convert some a-series

Hﬁmamu consonants to the o-series
kbiéh
kradm also known as bokcheung ﬁmmmg“ used in
' :J@ aﬁm place when the diacritics trei sapt and

1Y) musekdténd impede with superscript vowels
\ bantak

aw}v used to shorten some vowels

robat

Gmne) rapada, repha; behaves similarly to the

g tondakhéat, corresponds to the Devanagari
répheak diacritic 'repha’, however it lost its original
G function which was to represent a vocalic r

tondéakhéat
4 » dandaghata; used to render some letters as
- © E_g H unpronounced
v
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