To You Is Born a Savior 					12/22/46





Scripture:  read Isaiah 40: 1-5; 9-11; 29-31





Text:  Luke 2: 11;  “For there is born to you this day ... a Savior, 						who is Christ the Lord.”





With what longing have the peoples of the earth looked for someone to save them!  Men with tyranny in their hearts have made capital of this longing, only to betray the people into deeper need - even unto despair.





But, over the babel sounds of men’s shouting there have come repeatedly voices of assurance and expectation.  Such a voice of genuine spiritual hope is that of the Isaiah whose cry begins, “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith the Lord.”  The voice continues the plea that people “prepare the way of the Lord,” for he shall come and “feed his flock like a shepherd.”  And in him shall people find new power, new strength, new assurance.





Throughout centuries of stormy history, a people who were sure that they were chosen of God, waited for a Messiah.  They had the spiritual rule of the decalogue to live by.  They had the Law and the Prophets.  They had the ministration of their priests.  But they needed something else.





They needed it all brought out in the life of a person; someone in whom they could recognize the spirit of right, as God expects it to be; someone to save people from their sins and free their lives.  A few, really a mere handful, realized that such a Savior had come when a babe was born in the village of Bethlehem some 19 centuries ago.





But, O the rejoicing in those few hearts then!  And how that rejoicing has swelled to a tide of joy through the years, as hosts of people now sing at the birthday of the Savior!





A good deal of the modern world doesn’t know much about the heart of Christmas, however.  Christmas means a holiday, brisk business and more work.  It means a recess from school for the young people, and many family gatherings, and present, and Christmas cards.  But that far only, it is just another secular super-holiday.





Probably children have a special right to a full heritage of the sheer fun of Christmas.  But they ought to have some indoctrination as to its meaning, too - which they get in our church and Sunday School sessions, and should have even better in their homes.


