Jesus’ Fellowship With God 				3/23/47





Scripture:  John 17: 19-26





Text:  John 17: 21b;  “....as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 					that they also may be one in us.”





We have been trying, for 4 weeks, to see Jesus a little more clearly through 4 portraits.  Realizing that the Bible has come out of the profound religious experience of people, and therefore speaks to us, and to all people, with the authority of that experience, we have looked at Jesus from the viewpoints of the authors of the 4 gospels in the New Testament.  In Matthew, we looked especially for his teachings; in Mark for his deeds - his action; in Luke for his fellowship with people - all sorts of people.





Today we look in the gospel of John for Jesus’ sense of fellowship with God.  It is not confined to the book of John, nor is teaching to Matthew, action to Mark, and fellowship with people to Luke, but it is especially apparent here.  So let us see what the book of John is like.





John is the latest of the four gospels.  It was probably written about 90 AD, some 20 years after the other gospels appeared.  Though there are many Johns mentioned in the New Testament, for 18 centuries it was believed that the book was written by John, the Apostle.  Then there developed a controversy among scholars as to whether the author was he, or some other John.  But after all the smoke and fire of intellectual battle has cleared away, the general belief persists that John, the Apostle, wrote the book in his old age, at Ephesus.





Last week we observed that the gospel of Luke was written by a gentile physician, with a doctor’s broad viewpoint of humanity.  The book of John appears to have been the writing of a Jewish person of Jesus’ own time, one who was an eye witness to the events of Jesus’ life which are described.





Scholars generally believe that John had a special purpose in writing his gospel, and that that purpose was to prove to all readers that Jesus is the Son of God.  This the author says specifically in the 20th chapter, the 31st verse.  Speaking of the wonderful things that Jesus had done, some of which he had written down and many more that he had not written, John wrote: .... “these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that, believing, ye might have life through his name.”  Much of the writing is shaped to this purpose including the verse, beloved to so many, and memorized by hundreds of thousands - John 3: 16:  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”





Now who was this John and what was he like?  He never mentions himself by name in this book, nor does he mention his relatives.  But in the other gospels we read that John was a Galilean; that he had a brother, James; that their father and mother were Zebedee and Salome; that the family lived at a place called Bethsaida, which was near Capernaum; that the family were fishermen, on the sea of Galilee; that they had boats, nets, hired servants, and a house of their own.  So much for his family - simple and diligent and modestly prosperous.





John is referred to by the other writers as the “disciple whom Jesus loved.”  Painters have pictured him as more youthful than the rest and perhaps rather mild.  Because of this, and because he is so often thought of as the apostle of love, John has sometimes been misinterpreted - especially in the art of the Middle Ages.





But this is a serious mistake.  John was a man of courage, of moral strength, with capacity for heroic deeds.  Jesus had called the brothers John and James “sons of thunder” because of their fire and prophetic energy.  John was ready in word, quick at action, sometimes vehement in speech.  He speaks with special power of the wrath of God against sin.





John deserved well the title, “John the beloved.”  And Jesus loved him not for any frailty but for his unusual strength of character.  This is the kind of man who gives us his picture of Jesus in the fourth gospel.  Now what is the picture like?





John omits much that the others have told.  There is no genealogy, no stories of Jesus’ birth or infancy or youth, nothing of Jesus’ family.  He touches on the ministry of John the Baptist.  But he does not talk of Jesus’ baptism, temptation, transfiguration; of the institution of the Lord’s supper, the agony in the garden of Gethsemane, or the ascension.





His account of Jesus begins with the calling of the disciples.  Jesus’ general ministry is touched upon and described somewhat.  But the visits to Jerusalem get John’s chief attention; and some of the events of Passion Week are described quite fully.





Much of this gospel is given to the discourses of Jesus, some of which are not recorded elsewhere.  John is the only one to tell of Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus; [John 3: 1-15]; of the conversation with the woman of Samaria; [John 4: 4-26]; of the discourses on the bread of life [John 6: 48-58], the light of the world [John 3: 19, John 9: 5, John 12: 46], the good shepherd.  [John 10: 11-16].    Jesus’ intercessory prayer, part of which I read this morning, is recorded only in John.  John makes a good deal of comment on Jesus’ words; so that in reading from John, it is well to watch for what is the saying of Jesus, and for what is John’s interpretation of Jesus’ saying.  It is not always easy to tell, except by careful reading, where quotation of Jesus ends and John’s comment begins.





Throughout John’s gospel, he emphasizes the Fatherhood of God.  Here, Jesus not only teaches his followers that God is Father, but he addresses God as Father in his own prayers.  “Father, the hour is come” [John 17: 1] -- “O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self.” [John 17: 5] -- “Father, I will that they ... be with me where I am.”   [John 17: 24].  “O righteous Father, ... I have known thee.”  [John 17: 25].





And the gospel of John dwells on the love of God.  This is particularly in line with Jesus’ feeling that God is Father.  But remember that this love is a quality of strength; it is nothing soft or sentimental.  Because John saw Jesus constantly as the Christ of God we are more acutely aware of the fellowship Jesus had with God than anywhere else in the gospels.  John saw Jesus, perfectly well, as one who walked among people as a man, speaking with a man’s voice, feeling weariness and pain - a truly human being; but John does not allow us for a moment to forget that in Jesus we are in the presence of the Son of God.





The book of John is the gospel of the mystics.  It has a depth and charm that is all its own, speaking to the inner reaches of the human heart.  It has cheer for the lonely, comfort for the sorrowing, encouragement for the despairing, and hope for the dying.  It helps mightily to make men sure of God.





Sin and denial do not stand in its light.





Through John’s understanding we get a view of Jesus which we get nowhere else.  Many hold it to be the best and truest revelation of Jesus ever given to his followers.  It bears a splendid message of the divine which lights up the best in all living, and drives back evil into the darkness.





The critical mind may wonder how Jesus could have dealt as he did with people - in mercy with those who knew they had sinned; in love with those who were often unlovely until touched by him; in understanding with those whom no one understood; in direct, uncompromising honesty with those who were used to artful evasion.  How could he put the finger of healing so unerringly on the sore spots of a human life and make it whole? 





It becomes more understandable when we see more clearly, through the eyes of John, the intimacy of Jesus’ fellowship with God.  It was because he knew God so intimately that Jesus could know man so well.  Because Jesus knew God, he could say with an emphasis new to mankind, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”  [John 15: 13].





When the Lord, weary with travel, saw a woman, weary with unlovely and unhappy living at Jacob’s well, just a few sentences of conversation renewed both lives.  See how quickly he gets to that brief command: “Go and call thy husband.”  He seeks to change her sense of wretchedness to a sense of sin.  She had asked for the living water which can be had not just for the asking but for the thirsting.  When she herself knows, recognizes, confesses her evil and her need, then the sense of forgiveness and renewal and hope and buoyancy can come!  Then she can be satisfied with the food he mentions later to the disciples when he says:  “I have meat to eat that ye know not of.”  “My meat is to do the will of him that sent me.”  And in giving this help and insight to the needy woman, the Master is himself renewed.  [John 4: 4-26].  Over and over again, the spiritual quality of life is emphasized in this gospel, as it is in this story of that conversation by Jacob’s well.





John tells us about it directly in the account of Jesus standing trail before Pilate.  The political ruler has asked him directly if he is a king, to see whether or not he is really politically dangerous.  And Jesus says, explicitly,  “My kingdom is not of this world; if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered.”  [John 18: 36].  “To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into this world, that I should bear witness to the truth.”  [John 18: 37].





To his disciples, who would have devoted the strength of their hearts and arms to his safety and prestige, he spoke not as a master to servants; not even particularly as a teacher to pupils, but as a friend.  “Ye are my friends”  [John 15: 14, 15]-- not in the friendship of favor, but in the friendship of understanding, of service, of humble faith, of communion in spirit.  Jesus came not as a conqueror, but as the very word of God in a life, as life and light and power of spirit.





What man or woman is there who, having truly seen Jesus through John’s eyes, has not seen God the better?  The total effect of John’s picture of the Master is to make him Lord of the spirit.





If Jesus was the power, for a time in human form, that has changed the whole world, what shall hinder you and me, and Christian folk everywhere from sharing, and furthering that power?  We have, through him, access to the same God, the same Father, the same spiritual resource.  O what wonders can be wrought by God through consecrated human minds and hearts and hands.  And how much longer than one short lifetime, lives the life that shows forth His spirit!





The Word was made flesh!  Let it, O Christian folk, be made flesh, salt, water, leaven, light, again and again, in us to the honor and the Glory of the Eternal God!





--------------





Delivered in Wisconsin Rapids, March 23, 1947.


