Our Christian Homes 						5/25/47





Scripture:  Acts 2: 1-21





Text:  Acts 1: 8a;  “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy 					Ghost is come upon you.”





It is a complicated matter to try to prepare a sermon that will take note of this day on the year’s calendar!  For one thing, this is the Sunday before graduation in the schools of our city.  It has been the custom in our own church in recent years to remember, with a bit of special recognition, those young people of our parish who are being graduated from high school.  And so we have invited our graduating seniors to attend this morning’s service and sit together among us as a group.  The Mayflower Circle of the church provided the boutonnieres and corsages which they wear.  We heartily congratulate the seniors on the completion of their high school course and hope that their experience in education will be put to satisfying and successful use in their future living.





For another thing, today is the Sunday before Memorial Day.  It has special significance as such for us all.  For better or worse, we are what we are, partly by the life, the sacrifice, the intelligence, the spirit of those we have known long since and lost a while.  The dear ones who have preceded us into the eternal mystery are a part of our lives, our ideas, our ideals.  And countless more whom we have not directly known have put their tremendous impress, throughout history, upon us.





Particularly, we remember on Memorial Day those whose lives have been given throughout our young nation’s history for the freedom and welfare of the country.  Most recent, and tender, in our remembrance, is the fact that, of the 136 men and women from our parish who entered the military forces of our country during the recent war, six did not return in mortal flesh.  All of us now living in this land of the free ought never as long as we live to forget that that struggle required and took the lives of Julius Rude, Robert Kahoun, Gordon Galloway, John Corey, Joe Goodrich and John Lubben; that it took permanently a part of the health and strength of some of those who lived but endured wounds; that it cost irreplaceable months and years of a multitude of young lives.  If we fail to make the sacrifices for peace which we made during war; if we become more concerned in a headlong rush for the things we selfishly desire than we are for the welfare of all interdependent people, we throw away, as though it had not been given, this sacrifice of life and anguish and effort and treasure.  Let this coming Memorial Day be not just alone a day of parades and leisure, but a day of vivid remembrance, and of consecration to true constructive peace!





On some church calendars, today is marked “Christian Unity Sunday.”  By it we are reminded of the need for spiritual unity of faith and purpose in Christian fellowship and services in our world. 





Again, on the calendar of those churches following what is often called a church year, the 7th Sunday or 50th day after Easter (which is today) is called Whitsunday, or Pentecost; the day on which Christ’s apostles became so fired with spiritual power that they went out all over the world not just to live Christ’s spirit but to proclaim it and to evangelize the world!  Now which of those several emphases shall we observe further during today’s brief hour of worship?  I think we shall not be far off if we continue our trend of thinking of the last three Sundays on the Christian family.





Whether we realize it fully or not, the most basically important contribution made thus far in the lives of these graduates is that of their family life.  Their schooling has been built upon that foundation, not apart from it.  And their own greatest contribution to the security and peace and progressive welfare of mankind’s future will be made in the homes they will one day establish or through the families they influence.





Basic to the character and freedom of our kind of nation for which both our heroes and our saints have sacrificed is the integrity of American family life.  To be its best, it ought to be Christian family living.  Christian unity will be achieved, in so far as it is to be achieved, on a pattern of understanding and cooperation similar to that of a good Christian family.





The spiritual power of God - the Holy Spirit - will come upon our people, not alone by the word brought through preachers and prophets - but by its reception and incorporation into our family life - not by organizational and doctrinal compromise of one church denomination with another, but by the practice of Christian faith and love in our hearts!





Three weeks ago, I spoke of the importance of our family integrity.  Two weeks ago I tried to pay intelligent tribute to parenthood - and particularly to the mother’s importance in family life.  Last Sunday I made a plea for open-eyed, intelligent understanding of the problems involved, far more difficult than most people seem to realize, in mixed marriages involving one of the free church forms of faith and one who is of the Roman Catholic faith.  (Incidentally, there will be more of the pamphlets on this subject on the literature table by next Sunday.)





Now we must be more concerned about the Christian character of our family life than we have been as a people recently.  In the long run, our kind of civilization is built up, or falls into ruin, on the kind of families we are.





There are a host of attractions tending to compete with the home for the impressions made on young life.  Most of them have a commercial profit motive rather than a genuine interest in the development of good character.  They are made attractive or glamorous enough so that the average church to which a family belongs, does not seem immediately attractive by comparison.  About the only hope of proper perspective for our children in this matter is for parents to point out, by word and example, the true values of religious observance.





The faithful Jewish home can teach us a bit at this point.  The observance of Jewish festivals is a family observance.  Every good Jewish child learns what it is for the youngest, for instance at the Passover time, to ask, “What do these things mean?” and for the father to explain to the family every year what they mean as they sit about the table.  Whether every Gentile likes every Jew or not, it is a sober fact that Jewish children of our State are not landing in juvenile correctional institutions while a lot of Gentile children are!  The Jewish family has something religiously important.  The children are patiently and persistently taught the meaning of their faith.





Among Christians, there are some who rely heavily on parochial schools for religious training.  Personally, I do not believe that is best and I don’t want all of the citizens politically maneuvered into a place where they have to contribute tax money to the assistance of parochial education.  That kind of schooling puts religious training into the hands of priests and ministers, brotherhood or sisterhood orders of the churches, that tend to be authoritarian.  It tends to strengthen the hold of an authoritarian clergy, particularly in the case of a hierarchy, on the life of the people.  I believe that religious training ought to be centered in the home.  As a convinced member of a free Protestant fellowship, I believe in what is call the “priesthood of all believers” - that is that we need no go-between to intercede for us at God’s throne.  In fact I think that it is impossible for anyone but me to be right in my soul with God; for anyone but you to keep yourself right with God.  But we don’t do it well, or at all, alone.  We need the fellowship of our church and the advice of our ministry to do it.  Particularly do we need it in the training of our children.





It ought to be our practice to speak naturally and intelligently of our religion in conversation at home.  I feel that we ought to practice, regularly, giving thanks to God for daily bread at meal time.  Not alone a father, but a mother and each child can occasionally say grace in words taught to them or used on their impulse.  This and other natural expressions of prayer are important beyond all measure in developing a sense of secure trust in Deity.





The telling of great Bible stories, or the reading of them ought to be a part of every Christian home.  The home ought to look to the church fellowship for help in its religious training.  But it is a mistake to dump that job into the laps of a few who are willing to try it.  Parents should be conspicuously among church school teachers.  Parents should be present at the services of the church.  If they are not, how can any amount of talk by others convince children of the value of the church?  Don’t send kids to church -- bring them to church!





I haven’t put it half strongly enough that the Protestant way, the way of greatest freedom, is for the Christian family to take the responsibility for religious training,  not because anybody - priest or politician - says it must, but because it wants to!  And every young couple, just married and founding their own home, would be wise to develop without delay their own expression of religious devotion so that when children come to their home their teaching of religion by word and example is natural and sincere.





There is not time in the compass of one brief sermon period to do more than open a little bit our consideration of the Christian family.  But three things I want to say about it - especially to Protestant Christians.





(1)  The first is this:  be intelligent about your Christianity.  The Sunday School, the vacation church school, are essential aids to the family in rearing people informed on our religion.  Be in it yourself by cooperative understanding, by teaching if you can, by reading and constantly developing your own religious understanding.  If you sincerely feel a lack that a new class for adults might meet, help organize it for study.  Never leave religion to the clergy, to a few overworked Sunday School teachers or anybody “else.”  It’s got to be yours if it’s of any consequence or value to you.





(2)  Secondly be proud of it; not with flaunting challenge, but with the pride of confidence.  A clergyman of this county is reported to have told members of a fraternal order of his denomination, “Wear your button; display if for others to see; flaunt it before them.”  I consider that a misleading kind of zeal.





The pride I speak of is not parade, but something that wells up within our hearts; when we remember our great religious heritage; when we know that our religious belief in God has made good lives and changed lives for the good, and will continue thus to save us from evil.  It is quite all right for Congregationalists, for instance, to remember that an important detail in our spiritual heritage is the fierce devotion to religious freedom by those Pilgrims who came to new shores on the Mayflower.





It is a matter of some hope and pride for Protestants to read a dispassionate statement such as this by the Brookings Institute.  Speaking of lobbies in Washington, it discusses religious groups among them, largest and most influential of which are the National Catholic Welfare Council and the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America.





Speaking of the Catholic Council, the Brookings report says that its attitude is generally negative or defensive in matters pertaining to national legislation.  It has no program of reform which it wants enacted into law for the benefit of all people.  But it is concerned with the interest of Catholics as such.  The report quotes one of the National Catholic Welfare Council booklets as saying, “Just as soon as we begin to talk such subjects as Catholic education, the Catholic press, immigrant aid, Americanization, the industrial problem, the divorce evil, social justice, birth control, girls’ and boys’ welfare, lay organization, the stage and screen, rural welfare, training for social service and topics of kindred character, we are compelled to regard them in the light of their interest to the whole Catholic body as well as to the public at large.”





Now see what the Brookings report has to say about the Protestant body, the Federal Council of Churches.  “Unlike the National Catholic Welfare Council,” reads the report, “this association does not wait until legislation looms that threatens the members of the church.  It stands to deal constructively with great social and international problems as they arise.”  Now things like that are a cause for purposeful pride to Protestant Christians.





I’m fully fed up with the ignorant, thoughtlessly repeated statement that “all churches are about the same.”  They are not!  According to their lights and in their own way, individual Christians may worship God sincerely in their several churches and denominations.  But, churches do differ.  And I think the free church way of worship is far better than the authoritarian way.  But if it is to continue better it will be because our Christian families make it so, not by taking freedom, but by making and building freedom.  Be proud of it.





And (3) be consecrated in it.  Let us give it our loyalty and devotion.  Recently a nationally known clergyman, heard regularly over a very well arranged and capable radio hour, has been credited with the conversion of Clare Booth Luce to the faith of his church.  And now Mrs. Luce seeks by pen and magazine to do her powerful bit to add other so-called converts to the same denomination.





My impression is that she has gained nothing essential by training in her new church affiliation that she couldn’t have found by her own volition and faithfulness in the Protestant church of which her husband is a prominent layman, had she elected to be loyal to the latter.  No church has any exclusive corner of belief in God or the blessing of his holy spirit.  And some have an atmosphere which make his spirit more freely available than do others.





We Protestant Christian people can and ought to consecrate our loyalty and devotion to the church in practical ways.  A worthy proportion of our time should be reserved from all other activities for work and study and activity in our churches -- not just the time that is left over from business, vacation, lodges and clubs.  Some of our time ought to be marked by ourselves for our church and constitute, in our minds, a prior engagement.





A worthy proportion of our substance ought to be so dedicated -- not just what is left over after groceries, taxes, vacations and a new car are paid for, but a part of what comes to us earmarked for God’s direct service.  And the home should train children from childhood in this stewardship of time and substance.  These are practical ways of emphasizing our sincere devotion to our religious beliefs.





Let our families be Christian in intelligence, pride and consecration, and our nation will be better assured of a righteous place in, and influence on, the world.





--------------





Delivered in Wisconsin Rapids, May 25, 1947.


