Love God With Your Mind 					9/21/47





Scripture:  Luke 10: 25-37





Text:  Luke 10: 27b;  “You must love the Lord your God .... with 					your whole mind.” (Moffatt)





The Decalogue, or Ten Commandments, is a marvelously accurate summary of moral law.  Through generations of painstaking research and testing the natural scientists have become convinced that the universe is geared to law -- certain things are true and do not change.  The law of gravitation operates before the astronomers’ eyes in the solar system and in the observable universe, and obviously upon the earth.  Certain laws operate before the chemist and the physicist as they observe the atom.  The chemical reactions of the garbage heap are just as true and reliable as are those of the pharmacist’s test tubes.





So it is in the moral realm.  Some attitudes ought to be the rule of one’s life, not because someone has at some time stood up and just said so, but because those attitudes are in line with truth while others are out of harmony with the truth.  Anger, kindness, malice, love -- all move with the dependable precision that prevails in nitrogen, glycerin, sulphur.





The laws of life are not externally superimposed by whim of the creator and ruler of the universe.  They are organized into the very nature of life.  They are its essence!  If we understand and obey them, we develop and grow.  If not, we meet disturbance and difficulty and, finally, extinction.





The Ten Commandments are true, not just because God uttered them, nor yet because men have agreed on them.  The Almighty, through men, articulated them because they are true.  And no mortal can evade them either in ignorance or willfulness.  They bind the corporation directors and the union officers alike; the fisherman, the farmer, the real estate salesman, the minister, merchant, teacher and the senator alike.  Their rewards and their punishments fall on saloon and sanctuary alike.





	In vain we call old notions “fudge”, 


		And bend our conscience to our dealing;


	The Ten Commandments will not budge,


		And stealing still continues stealing.





Jesus walked on earth generations after the Decalogue had been formulated, and he probably learned the Ten Commandments like any other well-trained boy.  As a man, he declared the first and great commandment, summarizing the essence of them all, to be: “You must love the Lord your God with your whole heart, with your whole soul, with your whole strength, and with your whole mind.”  Also, “Your neighbor as yourself.”  If this statement summarizes in simplified form the meaning of the Commandments, as Jesus said, then the love that he was talking about is the basic fundamental of the Christian faith, and indeed the basic law of life.  Love God with all your heart - with the emotions; with all your mind - with the intellect; with all your strength - with the willing volitional capacity.  Let us think, for these few minutes today, of the importance of loving God with the mind.





Religion would be a sorry affair without the emotions.  The intellect should be “steeped in the juices of the emotions,” as Professor James used to say.  And, personally, I think we Protestant church folk of this part of the world could very well exhibit a little more emotional fire and excitement about our convictions.  But the nature of the convictions is exceedingly important, too.





Perhaps there is no great need to discuss the importance of loving God with the will - “With all your strength.”  Our time is witness to the American emphasis on action.  One of the most popular passages of the New Testament among us is the saying about Jesus: “He went about doing good.”  And his followers must do the same.





But there is need of accenting the significance of loving God with the mind.  Not only the driving power of great emotion, but the stabilizing power of great ideas is essential for true religion.  I suppose some sort of theology is necessary for religion if it is to have anything to offer the intelligence.  I should hate to see the churches controlled by either shallow liberals or dogmatic reactionaries.  I should prefer to see the membership and the delegations of the church made up of people who do their own thinking, not apart from the church but together in the church.





“You must love the Lord your God with all your mind.”  What does it mean to love God with the mind?  What is involved?  Here, as in all else, Jesus Christ is our example.  The Master loved God with all his mind as well as with heart, soul and strength.  He was the balanced Man, the one personality of perfect poise.  From his example, let us humbly seek a few suggestions.





(1)  First, we love God with the mind by intellectual honesty.  Failing to think straight, we sooner or later fail to walk straight.  Intellectual dishonesty issues in moral dishonesty, and honest thought guides honest action.  For the thought is discharged in the act.  There is a good deal of stubbornness in us human beings that sometimes bends our thinking.  A bishop once remarked, “You may let the ape and tiger die, but you still have to deal with the stubborn donkey.”  If we prefer our own bray to the music of truth we are in an exposed position in the battle for truth.





Macaulay used to tell a story about a certain faithful Hindu who was holding forth on the sin of destroying animal life for food, and insisting on the duty of an exclusive vegetable diet.  Someone showed him his vegetable diet under a microscope and how, especially without benefit of refrigeration as in most India households, it was alive with plenty of what appeared under the lens to be animal movement.  The Hindu settled the matter not by changing his diet but by smashing the microscope.  Oh the peril and tragedy of human stubbornness, prejudice, and prepossession.





Washington Gladden used to tell about the New England deacon who would say, “Now if I’m wrong, I’m ready to be convinced of it -- and I’d like to see the man who can do it!”





Once upon a time there were a couple of old bachelors who were very devout, according to their lights.  From childhood, they had believed implicitly in the idea of special creation.  So they were old and set, when they heard for the first time about the principle of biological development called evolution; and they were shocked!  “O,” said they, “Let us hope it is not true.”  Then they added: “But if it is true, let us hush it up!”  To refuse to open our minds to truth and to be willing to test possible truth, is to be a deserter from intellectual honesty.





Intellectually honest people, instead of railing against the evidence for evolutionary growth, have baptized it into Christ long ago, saying, “If it is true, it is God’s way of doing things.”  Also, intellectual honesty requires our recognition of the fact that, though reputable scientists agree on the basic law of progressive development, they disagree considerably on the theories by which they seek to explain it.  To be an evolutionist does not mean that you and I descended from a monkey or monkeys, unless it can yet be proven by something more substantial than a cynical wise crack!





Saint Paul evidenced intellectual honesty when he wrote:  “Five times received I forty stripes save one.”  Save one!  How easy it would have been for him to have omitted the words ‘save one’, which made the count actually 39.  A good education, guided by the spirit of truth, must have prompted him to such careful honesty.





Jesus has rightly been called the “Son of Fact.”  His candor is amazing.  “Jesus based himself always on experience, never on theory.”  [Matthew Arnold]





Huxley once wrote to Charles Kingsley: “Science seems to me to teach in strongest manner the great truth that is embodied in the Christian conception of entire surrender to the will of God.  Sit down like a little child before a fact, be prepared to give up every preconceived notion, follow humbly wherever and to whatever end nature leads, or you shall learn nothing.  I have only begun to learn content and peace of mind, since I have resolved at all risks to do this.”





Mr. Huxley was far from evangelical Christianity, but this particular statement of his has in it the ring of truth.  We love God with the mind when we are intellectually honest.





(2)  And, in the second place, we love Him with the mind when we engage in fearless quest of truth.  The fear of truth is heresy.  All truth is God’s truth.  For God is goodness and truth.  Beware of those who say, “I’m not seeking truth - I have it.”  They are usually worse than dogmatic.  They are like bulldogs -- Bulldogmatic!  Marcus Dodds remarked, with insight, “The man who refuses to face facts doesn’t believe in God.”





Far better be a finder than a fossil -- on the search rather than fixed.  No one ever comprehends all of the truth.  Life is too short to settle at any point in it as though one had fully arrived at truth.  Jesus stimulated the spirit of inquiry: “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  These words could be written over the door of any hall of science and research as expressing the scientific spirit.





If we question some of the bad thinking that goes on among Christians, the remedy is not the abandonment of Christianity and the church but rather better thinking in the church.  No man ought to “run out on” the church - desert it - because his thinking has changed.  Rather he ought to make his better thinking one of his contributions to the building of a better church.





	Not because it’s old, not because it’s new;


	Not because it’s orthodox, but just because it’s true.





The one refuge for life is at the successful end of the quest for reality.





(3)  Thirdly, we love God when we live in a spirit of wise tolerance.  There has been a rising of bigotry since the great wars.  Intolerance is one of the worst weeds to grow in the garden of the human heart.





Of course, tolerance is not indifference.  To be open-minded is not to be empty-minded.  For me to be tolerant of Roman Catholic, Jew, or Adventist or Mormon, is not for me to be less a believer in Congregational principles.  And I do not expect my neighbor who tolerates me as a Congregational churchman to be less loyal to his own religious group and convictions.  “Tolerance is the ascendancy of personal good will over all differences of opinion.  It is the love of truth and the love of man working harmoniously together.”  It is the principle not of compulsion but of persuasion.  The man who is sure of his wife is free from jealousy.  The one who is certain of his or her truth can afford to be courteous to rival opinions.





There is a fine hesitation today over using the word “heathen.”  We ought to be particularly tolerant toward other religions, at the same time contributing to the common welfare of all, the particular vigor of our own.





	Let knowledge grow from more to more,


	But more of reverence in us dwell;


	That mind and soul, according well,


	May make one music as before,


	Only vaster ...... 





The early Christians brought a better world because they “outlived, outdied, and outthought” their own evil world.  We Christian folk of this day can bring a better world if, in the name of Christ, we too will outlive it, outdie it, and outthink it.





“You must love the Lord your God .... with all your mind.”    Amen.
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