The Urgency of Faith [part III of “Faith at Work”]     1/25/48





Scripture:  Matthew 5: 33-37





Text:  Exodus 20: 7a;  “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord 							thy God in vain....”





The third discussion in this series takes its start from the third commandment: “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.”  It is a shorter statement than the one discussed last Sunday, and is usually shortened further to the first phrase of the verse.





Probably we think immediately, when we think of this commandment, of profanity.  And well we may.  As was remarked once, during our recent “week of prayer” meetings, most balanced people don’t like profanity.  We regard it as at least regrettable, if not a downright weakness in the character of an otherwise great and able people .  We disapprove its use in cultured society, and apologize for its slips if a clergyman be present.  Presiding officers do not permit profanity in our governmental assemblies.





On the theory that it is an emotional release, it is used and tolerated by many, as well as in line with the slangy notion that “it’s a great life if you don’t weaken -- but a little spicier if you weaken just a little bit.”  As a people, we tend to drift carelessly into verbal expressions that take the name of deity and of sacred things lightly, until parents get concerned over it; preachers deplore it or recall a bit of prophetic brimstone; and Catholics accelerate organization of their Holy Name Society.





Generally speaking, we don’t approve i
