Joy In Being Christian Today   				4/11/48





Scripture:  John 15: 1-11





Text:  John 15: 11; “These things have I spoken unto you, that my 	joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.”





“These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.”  Those are radiant words!  You remember when they were spoken - and where - and by Whom.  The gospel of John tells us of the long and beautiful discourse by Jesus as the little group lingered in the upper room where they had gathered to eat the Passover.  Eleven of his faithful, trusted friends were there.  Jesus had washed their feet that evening, etching forever into their minds the dignity of loving service.  He reassured them with many of the words still beloved after 19 centuries by all Christians: “Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God, believe also in me.”  “Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever I command you.”  “Henceforth I call you not servants, but friends.”  The setting was one of peace and loveliness  ----  Or was it?





Remember that it was the time of Jesus’ last trip into Jerusalem.  There had been some sharp words with people of prominence in the temple and a plot against his life was afoot.  Jesus, right there at that table, had sorrowfully exposed one of the usual twelve as being a traitor and urged him to go out about his plans.  That is why he had only eleven with him then - the twelfth was busy selling him out!  Presently they would all go outside the city to the garden of Gethsemane --- and you know the story from then on.





The times were not particularly good either.  The little nation writhed under the heavy hand of the Roman conqueror.  There was corruption in high places.  Formalism usurped the place of sincerity.  The spiritual life of the people sagged badly and the moral sense of high obligation was little enough to be found.  Jesus himself was personally in the very shadow of tragedy; and his friends on the brink of unbelievable catastrophe.





And yet, precisely at this point, and in the midst of these circumstances, Jesus was talking about Joy --- and I really believe that he meant ---- Joy!





Strange, that he could unerringly spot a known traitor, that he could be tenderly, though directly, warning his friends of impending tragedy, that he could tell Peter to his face of that impulsive man’s immanent denial, that he could feel the very shadow of his own cross --- and yet speak with utter assurance of joy.  “In this world ye shall have tribulation” --- hadn’t they - and haven’t we all! --- “but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world!”





Before they left that place, he prayed with them, and for them, that prayer of unmatched beauty and strength, of intercession and trust. --- Read it again when you go home at the 17th chapter of John.





The one thing I want to point out to you this morning is the possibility and the reality of a present joy.  It sounds like a paradox, but it is a living truth -- “your joy” may “be full.”





The times were evil when that assurance was given.  They are evil now, in alarming ways.  Tyranny had an upper hand in the world then, and it is an alarmingly successful challenger now.  Patient people had know desolation than and were to know much worse in the years ahead of them.  Our world has been laid waste in far too many places; our resources squandered in the holocaust of destruction; and worse may come if there be no change of policy and no change of heart in men -- in the hearts of many men!  Personal tragedy and suffering hovered near those eleven men.  It comes in indiscriminate starkness to us and to people we know now.  A heavy cloud of forboding hangs over us, while nations, accustomed for several years to all-out war as a means of getting somewhere, now consider, deliberately, the possibility of further resort to the weapons of Mars.  At the same time we consider how far off is the good world we believed was being born in battle.  We have the earnest, frightened word of the very discoverers and perfectors of war’s latest weapons as to the utter devastation those weapons can cause.  Still, we fondle the weapons with the crazy fascination of a mad man.





And yet there is joy for the followers of the Christ!  And hope in the hearts of his believers.  And the time to find it is right now in the middle of our real troubles.





We are prone to think that joy lies ahead of us when 
