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Scripture:  Psalm 91





Some periods in history seem marked by a reasonable amount of agreement on matters pertaining to the common life.  Other times seem electric with disagreement; with clashing ideologies, and violent differences.  Our time is such a period in history.  So- called “peace” conferences are filled with suspicion and barbed with invective.  Ideas are so far apart that even a limited compromise leaves wide gaps which bar the road to harmony.  In a time like this, it is increasingly difficult for one to live in any positive fashion without the enmity of someone or some group.  It a rare person who has no enemies in the camp of firm opposition.





Up in the state of Vermont, they tell the story of a man who had reached the experienced old age of 95, and who claimed that he had no enemies.  He reported the assertion among neighbors and at town meetings, until one day when, in open meeting, there was time enough so that the presiding officer could ask a curiosity question.  Looking down from the platform to the old man sitting by the aisle, the presiding man said to the old-timer, “We’ve heard you remark, now and then, that you a man without enemies.  For anybody to be able to say that is remarkable.  In fact it’s amazing that anyone could live for 95 years and have no enemies.  How do you do it?”  The old fellow got deliberately to his feet and replied, “‘Tain’t so amazin’.  I just outlived the scoundrels, that’s all!”





Well, I suppose it might be a hope of more than one participant in a conflict of opinion and purpose the outlive his opponent, if unable to convince him.  But life isn’t always that long!





To be an American citizen today is a coveted privilege and a cause for some just pride.  There are those who would give anything they possess to secure such a privilege if it were available to them.  In the United States of America, the citizen may still take part in molding the affairs of this nation, devoted to the cause of liberty.





Of course the freedom we have carries with it a real duty, a heavy responsibility, not only to defend and maintain our essential principles, but the exemplify them in our lives.  We somet
