How Does It Feel To Be Your Brother? 			2/17/52





Scripture:  Genesis 1: 24-31a





Text:  Genesis 1: 27     “So God created man in his own image.”





I have previously raised the suggestion that it is helpful to read some portions of the Bible as one would read poetry.  Indeed some portions of the Bible are poetry.  And the way to find the deepest truth in understanding life’s purposes is not to search such portions with the analytical eye of the scientist or the factual eye of the historian, but with the eye of the poetic discerner.





One of the portions to be read in such a light is the creation story in the book of Genesis.  It takes a poetic, and deeply spiritual, insight to find the rewarding meaning of such a reference as this:  “God created man in his own image.”





Suppose one were, however, to read that book with the scientific eye of the anthropologist -- and let us say with the effort to understand what God is like.  If God created man in his own likeness, then God might be a Being with a black skin; or a brown skin; or a pink skin.  God might be six feet six inches tall; or 4 feet 6 inches tall.  He might have high cheek bones; or long arm bones; dark, almond-like eyes; or blue or gray eyes.  But since all men are creatures of God’s design, if they be in his image, God must be a composite of all the people of the earth -- tall and short, hairy and smooth, thin-lipped and thick-lipped, fair-skinned or darker skinned!  You see, such a reading would get one into preposterous difficulty!  How could one Being, even God, be all of those things?  Or how could all of these things emerge from only one divine image or likeness?





So I believe that it is far more profitable to read the statement: “God created man in his own image” with the eyes of the poet, the seer.  For in this frame of mind it is possible to understand that it is the spirit of man, his soul, that is in the likeness of the Creator.  This human likeness may be housed in a body of large bone structure or small; of any known skin pigmentation; ;of either sex; of any social class.  And despite the characteristics of flesh, nerve structure, native ability and environmental opportunity that differentiate people so that no two are ever the same, yet there is an essential equality of people before God that endows every person with his own individual worth and dignity.  Every other person ought to respect that person’s worth.  And that person should respect the dignity of each other person.  “God created mankind in his own image!”





I wonder if we realize how much of the character of our nation is imbedded in the understanding that all people have such an essential brotherhood in God our creator.





More than 300 years ago, people left an older world and came to this new land to find opportunity to be free individuals as in the sight of God alone.  They had to work out the freedom that they sought.  They undertook, very severe social and physical disciplines in their search for liberty of their spirits.  Their experiments involved organization not unlike that to which they had been used.  Many of them were very slow to accord the natives of this land the same dignity of spirit which they sought for themselves.  And the old-world custom of legal servitude was brought to these shores and for a long time thrived.  It took more than a hundred fifty years of experiment, of compromise and advance before the peoples of this new land felt the strength that should enable them to defy old-world control and throw off those political shackles which limited their freedom.





But after a century and a half of growth as a group of colonies, there was a revolution of force, rooted in the revolution of conviction, which made our country a nation of free and independent people -- at least free and independent Caucasian folk.  (The aborigines were being crowded westward and the Africans were still held in servitude.)
