Not Into Temptation 						8/28/55





Scripture: I Corinthians 10: 12-31





Text: I Cor. 10: 13;  “No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man.  God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your strength, but with the temptation will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.”





Most of us have learned Our Lord’s Prayer at an early age.  And so we may repeat it, in familiarity with each phrase, much of the time giving little thought to the meaning of what we say.  Now and then, someone suffers a mental rebellion against praying “Lead us not into temptation.”  The idea that a good God should subject his own children to temptation is a hard one to accept -- particularly when we reap the consequences of having yielded to temptation.





Of course, at the outset of our thinking, we need to remember that the Christian religion is not an easy faith.  It is challenging and full of rigors.  No one, for instance, escapes temptation -- not even the Christ himself!  One of the most vivid accounts in Scripture is a description of some of the temptations of Jesus.  And they came to him immediately after what you might suppose to have been the most fortifying and purifying experience of his life -- his baptism.





How would he use his God-given powers?  Might he take the easier, more spectacular, more ego-satisfying course?  He rejected it, with effort and determination, because it lowered the standard he had set for himself, or the standard he felt God had set for him.





Jesus shared the experience of severe temptation with us and all mankind.  Temptation is one of the inevitables of mortal life.  None of us faces even the possibility that we will not be tempted.  But it is not a battle that we are left to fight alone in our own puny strength unless we elect to try to do it that way.  For divine power is available; Christ’s presence is near.





It is not true for anyone to say “my temptations are greater than I can bear.”  For, with the temptations, God provides a way of escape, that we may be able to endure them.  As the book of James puts it: “Blessed is the man who endures trial, for when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life which God has promised to those who love him.”





Paul assured the Corinthian folk that “No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man.  God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your strength, but with the temptation will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.”





The question for our lives is not that we may escape temptation, but that we may endure it and keep it in control, instead of being controlled by it.  The philosopher, William James, has remarked that no one has ever really graduated in the school of life until he has been well tempted.





As for the thoughtful use of Our Lord’s Prayer, I sometimes like to put the emphasis of my mine more upon the meaning of the word “lead” than upon the word “temptation” -- “and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”  Is not the faith that god can deliver you and me by helping us to overcome, the most important part of that petition?





All of us have some experience with temptation.  And our encounters with it frequently come when we least expect them.  When days are sunny, and life seems to have the lift of freedom, it is easy to do right.  We can sing “Rejoice, ye pure in heart.  Rejoice, give thanks and sing.”





And then quite unexpectedly, we are tripped up by temptation and find ourselves groveling in the dirt where we are ashamed to be.  And we are embarrassed, disgusted, perhaps discouraged, wrong, weak and unhappy.  The most appropriate hymn we can think of is “Just as I am, without one plea, except that thy blood was shed for me.”  And perhaps we don’t even feel like singing that in moments of deeper remorse.





There is a stiff righteousness among some folk which assumes that anyone who yields to temptation so debases himself that he can never rise again.  That we debase ourselves in yielding to temptation, is correct.  But that we can not rise again is incorrect.  For forgiveness is one of the great realities, fundamental to the Christian faith.
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