After the Beginning 						1/26/58





Scripture:  I Samuel 3





Text:  Genesis 1: 1;   “In the beginning, God.”





The Scripture lesson of this morning recounts the story of a youth who was serving an apprenticeship in the Hebrew temple.  It was not a time of particular inspiration, but his tutor, Eli, knew the rules and customs that Samuel was to learn.  Interestingly enough, though, Samuel found more than routine.  It may have started with what appeared a dream, but Samuel heard God speaking to him!  And he listened!  What he heard was not entirely pleasant, but it was a firm kind of righteousness.  Eli’s own sons had become careless and willful and had blasphemed God without any rebuke from Eli.  And so the divine voice assured the young Samuel that there was trouble ahead!





When Eli got the report of Samuel’s experience, he accepted it at face value.  Word got around that Samuel was to be, indeed was then, a prophet.  And so he was regarded by the Hebrews from that time on.





The God of things as they are does not confine revelation to the aged and the long-experienced.  Insights into what is right and good in the sight of God may come to the young as well as to the old.  Experience will serve to test the validity of an insight, but vision is for anyone ready to receive it.





Experience has tested one basic tenet of religious faith and crowned it with validity.  And that tenet is this:  that God is the beginning.  The Bible, in the book that is placed first in the arrangement of its 66 books, namely Genesis, start with the phrase, “In the beginning, God.”  That is the proper and right point from which to begin.





Samuel began there.  When old Eli perceived that something was coming to Samuel that was not Eli’s voice, he advised the lad to listen to the calling of the Lord.  And Samuel had no hesitancy in accepting what came to him as from God; for God was the beginning of his youthful life and thinking.





Our Master himself (Jesus) was learning so fast when visiting the temple at the age of 12 that he astonished the elders with his questions and his understanding.  He took for granted the Father of his spirit.  And his life leaped ahead on that basis.





It is a good place to begin; indeed it is “the” place to begin!  And all of us --- young and old --- do well to keep in sight of this truth.  For it is not only the point at which to begin; it is the point from which to proceed, going ahead into all of the range of thinking and experience that is our future.





The is the second Sunday of Youth Week.  It may have some significance for those who consider themselves young.  But I have no doubt that it is especially significant for those of us who are enough older to have a concern for the youth whom we love and in whom we place so much of hope and expectation.  Our young people are very important to us.





We hear a great deal about the difficulty and the discouragement of youth.  “Juvenile delinquency” is a term that we are not allowed to forget, because there is thoughtlessness and perverse action on the part of some young folk, and there is concern about it on the part of many who are distressed over it.  And the impatience and mistrust of many young folk are a sore frustration.





But there is a marvelous lot about young folk that is good.
