The Women Who Lamented Him 				3/26/58





Scripture:  Luke 23: 27-31;  Mark 15: 40-47





In the Wednesday evening Lenten series of sermons this year, we have been considering some of the folk who shared with Jesus in his passion and his cross.  Some were his friends and some were not.  Some carried out the sentence of death upon the Galilean teacher.  Some took part in the awful event under compulsion.  Others would have done anything within their power to prevent the crucifixion.





There was a centurion, carrying out his Roman duty at supervising the execution of a Roman sentence.  He was impressed, however, not alone by his duty, but by an unexpected quality in one of the three condemned men -- the Nazarene.  So patiently, so forgivingly, so nobly had this One died, that the centurion was certain that here was no criminal but an altogether righteous man.  In fact Matthew and Mark report that the centurion remarked that Jesus was the Son of God.





There were many who passed by; some of them morbidly curious, some of them mocking and deriding the sufferers on their crosses, some grimly determined to witness the end of Jesus’ threat to their place and position, some sorrowfully and helplessly longing to liberate the suffering Savior.





There was the fellow from Cyrene, Simon by name, who though an innocent bystander, had been impressed to carry the Galilean’s cross, since Jesus appeared too faint, from flogging and other mistreatment, to be able to drag the heavy beams all the way to Golgotha hill.





There were the two other sufferers, prisoners 
