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Scripture:  Acts 2: 1-21





Today, in many communities, is baccalaureate Sunday.  It is so here, in our city, for all the young folk who will be graduated this week from Lincoln High School.  It is so at the college in South Dakota from which I was graduated, and I would like to have been there for the commencement observing the 75th anniversary of Huron College, had it not been that I have a greater preference for being here this week.





On the church calendar, today is also known as Pentecost.  Some of you may raise the question, “What is Pentecost, anyway?”  We know what Christmas is; and Thanksgiving Day; and Good Friday and Easter.  Our celebration of birthdays in our families makes Christmas -- the birthday of our Lord -- quite understandable to us.  We understand that He died on Good Friday on a cross for our salvation.  And we mark Easter as the day of his resurrection.  But Pentecost?  Does that have something to do with the cost of penance?  Or does it suggest the five-sided geometrical figure called a pentagon?  The latter is not so far-fetched as it might seem.  For Pentecost does have reference to the word “fifty.”  Among devout Jews, Pentecost is a solemn festival on the 50th day (7 weeks) from, and after, the second day of the Passover.  For Christians, Pentecost is the 50th day from, and after, Easter Sunday.





Well, so much for the meaning of a word.  Another word for the same occasion is “Whitsunday” -- a contraction of the words white and Sunday.   Interesting, but not yet particularly illuminating!  A further definition of the word Pentecost is that it is the day commemorating the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles.  That throws a little more light upon the matter, and draws our attention to the Book of Acts and the account which we noted this morning in the Scripture lesson.





Only the writer of Acts recounts this incident; it is not found in the Gospels or the epistles, but it is a remarkable occurrence.  The followers of Jesus, so eager while he led and taught them, so crushed by his crucifixion, so reassured by his resurrected presence with them, were nevertheless not yet ready to do what must be done.  They were not “going into all the world” preaching Christ and baptizing believers, as they had been commanded to do.  They continued, for some time, meeting together as a small band of followers -- a dozen or so.





