Continuing Reformation 					10/26/58





Scripture:  Philippians 3: 1-16





Text:  Philippians 3: 13c,14;  “Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”





Some of us have grown up in churches wherein we thought, or heard, very little of Reformation Sunday.  Others of us have been nurtured in churches wherein Reformation Day has always been well marked.  Its principles have been oft-reviewed.  We have heard of Martin Luther’s courage in his forthright dictum:  “Here I stand.”  And we may have been made aware of the systematic and dedicated efforts of Calvin and his followers.  Perhaps we have had reviewed for us the dedicated efforts and the martyrdom of earlier non-conformists like John Huss.  And we have sung Luther’s strong hymn, “A mighty fortress.”





It is a good thing for us to remember the critical points in our history, or the history of our spiritual ancestors.  And it is a better thing if we remember that the Reformation is not ancient history, but that it is a continuing matter!  As witnessing Christians, the importance of a well-read and understood and heeded Bible, the doctrines of justification by faith and the priesthood of all believers --- these are matters of continuing and growing significance for us.





In a sense, our religion has been handed from one generation to the next, ours included.  And any religion so transmitted stands in danger of becoming too commonplace -- too much taken for granted.  It must fire our lives, with contemporary importance and vitality, if it is to be any more than just a historical event.





The Reformation was not over when Luther tacked his theses for debate on the church door in 1577.  It was hardly more than begun!  It was not secured when Luther had evaded punishment by councils of ecclesiastics, and had secured a significant following.





For the consistent Protestant Christian, the Reformation is continually taking place.  It is a movement, cleansing the church of error and corruption and the callousness of neglect, exalting the sovereignty of God over our lives, ministering to our neighbor, moving ahead in service.  As one observer has remarked, “When Protestantism ceases to have the excitement of a continuing reform, it has become too ordinary.”





The continuing Reformation is necessary whenever we tend to specialize in works without faith.  We have heard the familiar, and oft-quoted phrase from the letter of James, “Faith without works is dead.”  We also know of the exalted place Paul gave to faith, and we quote freely, “We are justified by faith.”  But we do not find in the Bible any warrant for works without faith.  This was one of the aspects of the church of his time that so deeply disturbed Luther.  The church was so busy doing certain things that there was little attention to or pondering of, the faith that moves, or initiates or corrects or re-forms one’s acts.  Indeed some of the acts had become error.





This is a point of danger for our Protestant religious life now in 1958.  We easily succumb to the temptation of too much works without faith.  We get so busy, without thinking why, that we are in peril of going off on wrong tangents.


