Worship and Dedication 					11/2/58





Scripture:  (Read Psalm 84)





We have come to church here today to worship God.  This is the time, this is the place, where we choose to meet God.  And it constitutes a witness to God and to others, as well as to ourselves, that we place great emphasis on our awareness of the Creator-Father.





Worship is something to experience.  It is something to think about as well.  In hundreds of thousands of churches today in this land alone, and in many more in other countries, men and women and children lift hearts and voices in praise and petition and dedication to the Eternal.





In plain meeting-houses, Quakers meet for worship in silence.  And no one speaks, until someone is moved by a real concern to share an understanding, an observation, a problem, a dedication with the others in the room.





In lovely cathedrals, people with a desire for liturgical color and pageantry worship in pomp and ceremony.  In poor and isolated villages, in rich and favored suburbs, in industrial centers, in open-country rural meeting homes, people assemble to worship God, as their training, preference and conscience leads them to do.





In some lands it is illegal for people to worship God as their conscience leads them.  Yet even there some gather in secret defiance of their law, and in danger of persecution and suffering.





Everywhere, men turn aside from ordinary pursuits in a quest for something more than their ordinary living brings to them.  They come into the assembly of worship for an experience that can not be fully achieved in solitude; for an enrichment that is found beyond the common life.





When we come into the house of worship, we expect to find God.  The architecture, the arrangements, the appointments are planned to help in bringing us to the presence of God.  Our own attitude brings us into the Holy Presence, and helps others to come into the Presence.  Or, perhaps, some of those things are perverse or poor enough to hinder us and others in the approach.





We worship God who is, and who has always been, and will be forever, unchanged and unchanging.  We worship “in spirit and in truth.”  Our understanding of God changes with our growth and experience.  But He exists, and existed, and will exist, perfect and unchanging.  He is not made of our words or imaginings.  He is not formed by muted words or holy acts, nor by skilled or artistic hands.  Before the Scriptures, which point toward him, were written, He was Creator of the heavens and the earth.  He inspired the singers and psalm writers.  He stirred the souls of prophets.





Above all else, he is the giver of our Lord, Jesus Christ -- father of this His Son and father of each one of us.





It is written in the book of Ephesians:  “God who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you are saved) and raised us up with him and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God -- not because of works, lest any man should boast.  For we are his workmanship.”





We worship our Creator and Sustainer, and this road of worship is the road to reality.





What, then, is worship?  Essentially, worship is courtesy or reverence paid toward merit, to excellence of character; it is praise and honor given to that which is eminently deserving of reverence.  The word “worship” comes from two words, or parts of words -- “worth” and “ship”, “worthship” -- the reverence due to worth.





Worship celebrates that which is desirable, valuable, useful in the most excellent sense.  It elevates that which is excellent, virtuous, of high repute, of the noblest dignity and worth.





Worship has been going on for a long time.  In the church, forms of praise and prayer have been used, refined, passed on by devoted souls through many centuries.  Some ceremonies may be a sort of poetry of devotion, a harmony of words and deeds done together to express esteem for God, who is highest and best.  And these ceremonies, if they are to be used, in honest understanding and sincerity, can be a means of grace, even if crudely done.  If they are not understood, or if they are mere rote repetitions, they become nothing more than superstitious attempts at magic.





The object of worship is God.  God is He whom we know in numerous ways; but best-illumined in Jesus Christ who lived in history, in our earth of hope and sorrow, bore the infirmities of the body and testings of spirit that we must bear; who was done to death on a cross by sinful folk like ourselves; whom God has raised in eternal life just as He promises eternal life to all whose faith fails not.  God is the object of our worship.





The subject of worship is yourself, and myself.  We worship God by the exercise of our own free will and intention.  We could choose never to worship; never to assemble ourselves with others of like faith and hope, never to give reverence or honor to Him who is our creator and redeemer.  We could decide never to recognize noblest virtue, highest excellence, most eminent dignity and worth.  We are aware that we have this sort of “freedom of neglect,” and (to our loss) we sometimes exercise it.





We are aware that nearly half the people of this land in which we live never really open their hearts to him who said, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any man hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”  They never join with others joyfully declaring: “O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good; for his mercy endureth forever.”





Worship is a positive act of service to God.  It is well to pause and emphasize this point in our thinking; for there are some theologies which hold that God is so perfect and so remote from our mundane existence that He needs nothing that we can do for Him.  Wors
