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Scripture:  Galatians 3: 13 - 4:7;





This is Boy Scout Sunday, and it comes near the beginning of National Boy Scout Week which opened yesterday with Scouts from local troops learning civic responsibility by taking part in the offices and departments of city government.  We welcome the attendance of Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts who have come to morning worship in recognition of their acknowledgment that a Scout is reverent, and that he does his duty to God and his country.  You will notice that when a Scout repeats the Scout Oath or Cub Promise, he mentions his duty to God first and then continues immediately with mention of his duty to his country.  “On my honor, I will do my duty to God and my country.”  And one of the duties to God is worship.  It is a primary, basic obligation.  And so we gladly, and approvingly, welcome Scouts in the church service, not alone in uniform on Scout Sunday, but on any Sunday of the year!





The troop which this church sponsors, is the direct descendant of the first and oldest troop in this city.  It was organized as the Grand Rapids troop number 1 of the Congregational Church in the building that is across the river and which, in later years until now, has been known as the Masonic Temple.  It was registered in the early fall of 1910, only 6 months after the national organization of Scouting in this country was formed.  Mr. Guy Gnash was the Scoutmaster, and he retained a lively interest in Scouting all of his life.





In 1919, when the Grand Rapids Scout Council was formed, the troop was registered as Troop number 2 (the Methodist church troop having registered with the local council first and hence becoming Troop 1).  In 1936 this troop became Troop 72 of the Samoset Council, and in 1958 became known as Troop 172.  The first Eagle Scouts in this community were a Scout named Tan Nash (who has since died) and Philleo Nash, who is now Lieutenant Governor of this State.





The Cub Pack sponsored by this church was the first pack organized in Wisconsin Rapids, and it has seen a lot of fine boys go through the cubbing program and into the Boy Scouting of Wisconsin Rapids.





One of the excellent characteristics of the Scouting program is that it is interracial in character and makeup.  There are Scout troops all over this land and all over the country of many other lands.  Indeed, Scouting came to this nation from another country, for it was started in England.  There are English scouts, Scotch scouts, Canadian scouts, United States of America scouts, scouts in many European countries, Japanese scouts, Filipino scouts, and so on.  In some parts of this country the boys of a troop come from several racial backgrounds.





I was once a committeeman for a troop whose ancestors were mostly Japanese, with some Koreans, and now and then someone of another race.  That was in Hawaii.





When the last National Jamboree was held at Valley Forge, there were Scouts from all over the nation and a few from foreign countries as well.  They were of many races --- but all Scouts together.  A scout from Wisconsin Rapids Troop 72 took the trouble to look up the Scouts from Ehuhai Troop 9 of Hawaii and found them to be about the friendliest bunch of fellows whom one could hope to meet.





All of this leads us to the second, and main, part of this sermon.  For today is Race Relations Sunday on a great many church calendars.   And it is a time to consider how people of differing racial backgrounds get along together in the world, and more particularly in our nation.  It is also a time to ask ourselves the question, “How ought the several races of our country get along together?”  For we in this country have troubles, as well as accomplishments, in this field.





Whenever in this world people of differing racial strains live in close proximity to each other it becomes necessary for individuals of each group to ask themselves, “What is the right attitude toward individuals of another race?”  And Christian people must dig deeper than that into the problem, asking of themselves, “What is the Christian way for such a one as myself to believe and act in this field of human relationships?”





We may come at once to the problem assuming that we sincerely want to have our attitudes pans and activities governed by the teaching of Scripture, and especially by the teaching and spirit of Christ.





As we read our newspapers and magazines, and
