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Scripture:  Ephesians 4: 1-7; 25-32.





There are two groups of people who, by their attitude toward the church, have done real and serious harm to the cause of religion.  Not only does the cause suffer in their lives, but many others have been drawn away from the sources of right, and satisfying living, by their attitudes.





(1)  One such group consists of those who assert that they have no use for the church.  And the other (2) consists of those who appear certain that the church (usually their particular church) is the final ark of the covenant, to be kept untouched and unchanged just as it is.





We have been learning that neither of these groups is right.  The surge of interest in the church in recent years attests the discovery of thousands that the church is vitally significant for them and for all who will take it seriously.  And the trend toward cooperative understanding and effort, the whole direction which we call the ecumenical movement attests the realization that the Church is greater than our churches.  Whatever is of permanent worth in each of the several communions is no exclusive private possession, but may become a contribution to the common strength and witness of the whole church.





The church, as we have it, is neither perfect, nor is it a wreck.  It is a wonderful institution, a factor of tremendous importance in working out the problems that face mankind.  We believe in the church.





But one of the things which we believe about the church is that it needs continual overhauling.  It must grow, or wither.  Growth means change.  There was that moment in the intimate relationship of Jesus with his disciples when he said to Simon: “Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church.”  Something dependable was emerging in the big fisherman.  And it was as solid as the church that was to be established on that kind of character.





But it was not changeless.  Peter was not perfect, and he never became perfect in his mortal life.  He continued to change and to grow.  Sometimes he slipped and erred.  Sometimes he stood, a tower of spiritual strength.





So it is with the church.  And one of the surest signs of its strength is its capacity for self-examination and constructive criticism and for self-renewal.  Somehow, prophets have kept coming throughout the history of the church, challenging, criticizing, irritating.  And if stones be thrown at the prophet, they are used later for building a monument to his memory.





We believe in the church -- the growing church -- partly because of what it has been, and is, and more because of what it should be and, by the grace of God shall be.  And so we call all who are its members, and all of you who are not its members, to enter into it and play your part in it, because of what you can do for the church, and what the church can do for you.  To fulfill its rightful place in this strange, rapidly-shifting world, the church, in order to deserve the loyalty of every person, must continue making several adjustments.


