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Scripture:  John 20: 19-21; 24-29





How deep is our belief in Easter?  Let us not answer in terms of new clothes, or Easter eggs; not in terms of the lovely Easter lilies or the promise of spring; not in terms of record breaking attendance at some worship services in Holy Week or on Easter Sunday; nor of the exceptionally fine music which is played and sung at that time; not even in terms of the previous memories associated with the season.  But let us think in terms of our answer to the question: “If a man die, shall he live again?”  And of the answer that Christ has given: “Because I live,  you also shall live.”





It may be easy to believe, as long as death seems far away.  Death’s reality is not too deep to be endured while we are young, or in good health, or both.  Death becomes a sterner reality when someone we know and love approaches the valley, or goes into its shadow --- someone whose life means everything to us.  It may be that death has recently struck very near to some of us in this room.  And one is deprived of the accustomed presence, bearing wounds which are just beginning to heal and scar.  
