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Scripture:  Romans 12: 1-12





Text:  Romans 12: 3b;  .. “not to think of himself more highly than 						he ought to think.”





One of our human problems is keeping ourselves in the right kind of place.  Finding ourselves is a little like focusing the lens for the projector when we throw a film strip on the screen.  If the operator turns that lens holder too far out from the film strip the picture is blurred; if too close to the file strip, the picture is blurred.  It needs to be just right.





When considering our own size -- and, by that, I mean our own value and importance to life around us -- we may have “focusing trouble” in making ourselves too large or too small.





It is no new difficulty that we sometimes see ourselves too large.  This kind of illusion is as old as the human race.  We people are hardly famous for humility.  The book of Genesis (that is, the Bible story of “beginnings”) informs us that when Adam and Eve were in the Garden of Eden, the serpent (that is a good name for one form of temptation) said to Eve, “You will not die.  When you eat of the fruit [of that forbidden tree] your eyes will be open, and you will be as God.”  And both of those parents of the human race liked the idea.  Of course, it got them into trouble.  For neither have they, nor has anybody else, been good enough or great enough to be as God is.  They were all out of focus --- and so they were soon out of the garden, too.





Jacob’s mother thought that he was the finest fellow in all the land.  And Jacob agreed with his mother.  His older brother, Esau, didn’t like the idea, and Jacob was lucky to escape with his life, after Esau found out that Jacob had usurped his place in the family.





Joseph embarrassed the whole family with his great ideas of himself.  In each case, for God to get some good use out of these lives He had to overrule and overcome some distressing faults of vision.





Sometimes it is our position that makes us see ourselves as “king-size.”  Not so long ago, a man named Hitler got some terribly big ideas of himself.  Hosts of people had to obey him, and multitudes were brutally killed before he was finally pulled back into focus in shame and discredit.  
