The Mission of our Church 					11/15/59





Scripture:  Read Psalm 24





Text:  Psalm 24: 1;  “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness 				thereof, the world and those who dwell therein.”





More than a century ago, some of the people who lived and worked along the banks of the Wisconsin River here wanted to worship God in religious services.  They were pioneers in a place where there was yet no Congregational church.  An occasional itinerant preacher came to Grand Rapids or Centralia.  But there was little organized religious activity; and there were some who desired it.





One proof of this desire is an aged subscription paper fastened inside the front cover of volume I of the records of this church.  The heading of that subscription paper reads in this wise:





“We the undersigned citizens of Grande Rapids do hereby promise and agree and bind ourselves to pay the amounts as here below sett opposite our Respective names unto the Reverend Jesse Edwards for a proportion of his Services at the above named place, Say from the first of June, 1856, to the first of October 1856 every fourth Sabbath.  Two Sermons, and from the first of October 1856 to the first of June, 1857, Every Second Sabbath, Two sermons.”  This formal document was dated at Grande Rapids September 1, 1856.  The names of 20 subscribers appear thereunder, and their pledged amounts ranged from $2 to $20, for a total of $105.  That was a day when a clergyman might have to get along on no more than $300 a year, or take his pay in logs to be run down the river in the spring to some saw mill.  The list of signers includes names like Joseph Hausbrook, H. S. Jackson, and Seth Reeves.





It would appear that that subscription solicitation might have been the first Christian Enlistment campaign in this community.  At least it is a fore-runner of many an Every Member Canvass of Loyalty Sundays since then.





The Rev. Mr. Edwards, mentioned in the document, was an “Old School Presbyterian,” who came over from Plover.  That was a day when Presbyterian and Congregationalist folk mingled freely, and cooperatively in a combined conference.





From work like that of the Rev. Jesse Edwards, and others who worked with him, and following him, there evolved an interest that not only established a Congregational Society, and an organized church choir, but finally resulted in the formal establishment of a Congregational church, under the pastoral leadership of J. W. Harris.  After years of scattered services, and then frequent services, the church was finally organized on March 27, 1862 with ten charter members.





Within a couple of years the church’s first house of worship was erected, and its program of activity and service was expanded.  The church has occupied 3 separate houses of worship through the years; has grown to a congregation of more than 700 members on the active roll, has conducted an active Sunday School through the years; organizes its young people into Pilgrim Fellowship and Scouting groups.  Its Boy Scout troop was the first to be organized here, and one of the very first in Wisconsin.





Now we come to that time in the church year when we review our church’s service and mission, and determine our own subscription of substance and loyalty to its programs.
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