Everyone who is Thirsty 					1/10/60





Scripture:  Isaiah 55





We pay the water bill once every three months.  A man has come in to the basement to read the water meter.  And the figure which he writes down in his book determines the amount which we must pay.  It is not bad, really when we consider the great convenience of having plenty of water for drinking, cooking, cleaning, washing, sprinkling and all of the other uses to which it is put.  How wonderful to be able to take good water for granted!  Did you ever think what it might be like to live where water is not taken for granted in the same way?  I remember the story of a soldier in World War I who shaved every day in the trenches.  There was no water for shaving, so he hoarded just a little of his morning issue of hot coffee to made enough lather to shave his face each day.





Good water is in short supply in many parts of the world a good deal of the time.  It took very careful handling of water to make Palestine the good country it was in Jesus’ time.  And I imagine that water is important to the redevelopment of that area in the modern nation of Israel.  Many of the Palestinian towns and villages had wells outside the city as the only source of water.  Women went out to the wells to draw water in jars, carrying the heavy load back to their house in the city.





It was while resting near such a well that Jesus talked with a woman who came out to draw water.  Realizing full well how important water was to her, and to all of the people -- he was thirsty himself just then -- he spoke of the water which he could offer; a quality of spirit that could really quench the thirst of one’s spirit.  [J
