We Preach Christ Crucified 					4/3/60





Scripture:  I Corinthians 1: 10-25





Text:  I Corinthians 1: 23-24;  “We preach Christ crucified, a 			stumbling-block to the Jews and folly to the Gentiles, 		but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 			Christ the 	power of God and the wisdom of God.”





When Paul was known as Saul, a well informed and capable Pharisee, it was easy to understand his determination to stamp out that sect which called themselves “Christians.”  They seemed to be a dangerous lot.  And anyone could see that the effective way to deal with them was to put them in jail; perhaps execute a few of them; and keep after them until the fad wore itself out and the people all turned again to proper Hebrew religious principles!  But when the stormy Saul became a convert to Christianity, was re-named Paul, and went about preaching “Christ crucified” --- that was not easy to believe?  What got into the man, anyway?





Wherever Paul went preaching “Christ crucified,” he met incredulity and skepticism.  The notion of a conquest by dying on a cross ran directly opposite to the thinking of that time.  (As a matter of fact, it runs counter to a lot of the thinking of our time, too!)  Whoever heard of winning a battle by being nailed to a cross?  
