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Scripture:  Ecclesiastes 2: 12-26





Text:  Ecclesiastes 2: 24, 25;  “There is nothing better for a man 	than that he should eat and drink, and find enjoyment in 	his toil.  This also, I saw, is from the hand of God; for apart 	from Him, who can eat or who can have enjoyment?”





“There is nothing better for a man than that he should eat and drink, and find enjoyment in his toil.  This also, I saw, is from the hand of God; for apart from Him, who can eat or who can have enjoyment?”  So says the writer of the book of Ecclesiastes in the Old Testament.





In trying to find the meanings and values of life, this writer has examined wisdom, pleasure, power, and toil.  He is somewhat inclined to the view that life is an unhappy business, every road leading to vanity, or to a dead end.  But above these doleful meanings comes a strong expression of the “hero in the soul.”  For he has a glimpse of the dignity of satisfying work.  It is good that a man should eat and drink as the fruit of his toil.  It is good that a man should find enjoyment in his toil.  Food and drink are homely blessings, but they are good, and they are necessary under the plan of God’s creation.  The person whose bread is consecrated by the labor of earning it, may say “Give us this day our daily bread,” and thank God for hunger as well as for food.  Each is from the hand of our Creator.





We come to the season of the year when our nation makes an official holiday of what we have come to call “Labor Day.”  And it is well that not only as workers of many sorts, but as Christian churchmen, we give some thought to the meaning of labor, the necessary dignity of work.  The Christian’s attitude toward his work, and his appreciative understanding of the work of others, is cause for our fair concern.  To begin with, let us remember that both the Old Testament and the New Testament portray God as a worker with man in the creation of a better world.  Recall the simple beauty of the Creation stories in the book of Genesis.  There is the account of God’s works of creation and of His rest from that labor.





God’s resting after all the work of creating a world, and bringing forth life on a planet, does not suggest that God was resting because He was tired; or because there was nothing left for Him to do!  He rested because He saw that it was a good thing He had done.  He was ready for the enjoyment that comes from contemplation of a new kind of order which has been brought out of chaos or disorder.





Well, man shares in some of that kind of experience.  We are part of the drama of existence when any of us has a part in bringing increasing new order out of the raw materials of disordered reality that abound in this wonderful world.  Ideally, man’s work is to be a religious act.  Was he not intended to find his enjoyment in tending a garden of Eden?  Is there not great beauty and enormous satisfaction to be found in all kinds of order that can be made new from the great abundance that is spread about us?





Carry the thought forward to the New Testament, and we see that Jesus is portrayed there as one who works, not alone, but with the Father.  He labors to bring forth new orders of the spirit; new understandings of right and wrong.  Jesus understood not only the hope of harvest, but understood also the weeds that thwart it; the evil elements that produce disorder.  And so we are helped to see that man’s work is to cope with the powers of disorder and, by spiritual and intellectual disciplines, to become increasingly skillful in the creation of order that reflects high virtue and noble hope.


