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Scripture:  John 1: 1-14





Text:  John 1: 3;  “All things were made through him and without 				him was not anything made that was made.”





What an age in which to be alive!  More than a year ago, I watched what appeared to be a swift-moving star, rising swiftly to a point above my home.  Our family saw it cross the sky and continue down toward the horizon on the other side of our home.  It was a man-made satellite, one of the  Russian sputniks; so we were told.  Last summer, I joined my son-in-law and daughter in looking for, and then seeing one of the American-made balloon satellites, “Echo,” cross the skies above Berkeley, California.  A few nights later, during the long train ride home from the west, members of the train crew, and passengers on the station platform, could see the same satellite crossing the sky above the midwestern city where the train had stopped for a change in locomotives.





Not so many years ago, one could read what appeared to be speculative articles, in science magazines, about the possibility of getting into outer space, or even taking trips to the moon.  Now we see a little of this sort of thing coming to pass, and we hear reports which make it appear that human life will, in a short time, be exploring the reaches of outer space beyond the earth’s atmosphere.  What was formerly read as scientific fiction, is now in process of becoming cold, hard fact.  Man moves into a new era of history.





But, breath-taking as these possibilities appear, the astronomers have been making yet greater discoveries.  Looking through telescopes that are increasingly efficient, they have long since discovered that neither our earth, nor our sun, nor even our galaxy (the so-called Milky Way) is the center of the universe.  In fact, we are learning that our sun, with its planets, has what one great astronomer calls “a very undistinguished location in a faint spiral arm of a quite ordinary galaxy.”  This astronomer, Dr. Harlow Shapley of the Harvard University Observatory, continues to report: “We must get used to the fact that we are peripheral. we move along with our star, the sun, in the outer part of a galaxy that is one among billions of star-rich galaxies.”





So, at the very moment when we are feeling inflated over man’s accomplishments and probable feats in the space about our earth, we are almost infinitely deflated by the knowledge that our whole earth is such an infinitesimal speck in a universe whose bounds we can not even imagine.  We live, then, in an age that is, in some of these respects, new and different from any other time in man’s history.  This produces an uneasy feeling in many of us.  Among other considerations, we wonder if the expanding discoveries of the astronomers, and the new power that man is exploring may in some way damage or upset our religious faith!





We are fascinated by what we see.  And we are not at all sure that we like what we see!  A century ago, Robert Browning could picture Pippa passing down the street singing: “God’s in his heaven -- all’s right with the world.”  But now, contemplating the satellites orbiting about the earth, with promise of more to come, some are tempted to cry, “Man’s in God’s heaven, and all’s wrong with the world!”





Let us think together, then, about a question which many are asking in one way or another: What does man’s breakthrough into space, and our new understanding of the universe, do to our belief in this universe’s God?  T
