Making Melody to the Lord 				12/18/60





Scripture:  Read Luke 1: 68-79





What joy comes to the home that expects a baby!  Those who may be anticipating parenthood for the first time regard the experience with wonder, and often with a new kind of delight.  Much of their world becomes a song as they are lifted in happy expectancy.  If the little one is to come to a home where there is an older child or children, the youngsters who are to become brothers or sisters of the expected one share in the eager anticipation.  And when the wee one arrives, they can hardly wait for mother and baby to come home from the hospital so that they can see, and touch, their baby sister or brother.





The whole Christian world has a bit of this kind of anticipation at the annual advent season when men and women, adults and children, all look forward to the glad news of the birth of Jesus.  We feel like singing.  And we do sing!  Christian folk have sung over the glad news from the earliest times of the Christian church.  Our church hymnals abound with the hymns and carols of the coming of the Christ at Jesus’ birth.  Many of these songs were written by people of comparative recent decades or centuries.





But the earliest Christians had their songs, too.  The gospel of Mark informs us that when the first apostles “had sung a hymn” at the close of the first “Lord’s Supper,” they went out unto the Mount of Olives.  Paul remarks to the Corinthians: “When you come together, each one has a hymn.” [I Corinthians 14: 26].  And to the Colossians, Paul writes: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as you teach and admonish one another in all wisdom and as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” [Colossians 3: 16].  To the Christians at Ephesus, he speaks of “addressing one another in psalms, and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart.” [Ephesians 5: 19].





The Christians sang their praises, their dreams and their hopes, from earliest times.  But their Jewish forebears also sang.  Their Psalter was largely a collection of hymns.  It is little wonder, then, that there appeared, very early among Christians, a song attributed to Mary, the Mother of Jesus, but sung by Christians of the early church.  It is called by a Latin name: “The Magnificat.”





When you read the opening chapter of Luke’s gospel, you find there the story of Mary, and the annunciation to her that she was to bear a son.  After this wondrous and joyful news was imparted to her, and she realized that the child she was to bear was to be a most extraordinary person, she decided to go and visit her cousin, Elizabeth.





Now Elizabeth was the wife of Zechariah, who was a priest of the temple.  Zechariah and Elizabeth had wanted a child or children, but none had come until they were old enough so that it had not been supposed they could be parents.  When Zechariah heard the news that he was to be a father, he could hardly believe it.  And the Scripture tells us that because of his difficulty in believing it to be the truth, he lost his speech for months -- in fact until after his child was born.





