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Scripture:  Read Acts 24: 10-25





Text:  Acts 24: 25; 	 “When I have a convenient season,


						 I will call for Thee.”





Some things in life end so suddenly as to be startling.  The end leaves us breathless.  A year has gone by and suddenly it is over and, whether we will it or no, we are launched upon a new year.





The ending of the old year is as conclusive as the period at the end of a sentence.  There is something final about a period.  It means that a completed thought has been expressed.  There is no more of that particular expression to follow.  What comes next, if there is more to be expressed, will be a new, and different, sentence-thought.





But a semi-colon is different.  The semi-colon indicates that there is more to follow --- a change of pace or a further elaboration of a thought.  In a similar sense, some things in our lives come to an end, and there is a period.  Nothing is going to change what has been said, or what has been done.  There is nothing more of it to follow.  Unfortunate things can be regretted; they can be rationalized; they can be explained; they can be forgiven; --- but not changed.  The sentence is finished.





Of course there are some things in our living that should be finished, but in our foolishness we would not have it so.  We let our emotions control us where we should be guided by consecrated judgment.  Consider the matter of forgiveness -- the forgiveness of a friend, or the forgiveness promised by God to a penitent person.  What is forgiveness but a period.  It is the end of an unhappy incident or experience.  There is to be no revival of the matter.





But so often we are not content to leave it a period.  We return to fan old angers.  We engage in a marathon of irritating words and perpetuate a carnival of hounding thoughts.  Instead of putting a period at the end of the unfortunate sentence we let it tun on through semi-colon after semi-colon.  At other times we think we have reached the end of something when, really, we have only begun.  We place a period where there should be a semi-colon.  History tells us something about this.





A war was over and we said it was the end of all wars.  We know today how wrong, how devastatingly mistaken we were.  What we thought was an end was but the beginning of a tortuous road, not the end of anything.  Events rolled on to disastrous consequences.  Wicked men and stubborn resolutions followed good men and feeble intentions.  The war of ideals and ambitions goes on and on and threatens to erupt like the pent-up force of a volcano.
