The Concern of Youth for the Church and the World 	1/29/61





Scripture:  Ephesians 3: 7-21





Each year, for many years, the turn of the month from January to February has been known in the churches as Youth Week.  It begins on the last Sunday of January and continues through the first Sunday of February.  It is the church’s way of emphasizing the place of its young members in the life of the Christian church and of the community.  And it is young peoples’ way of emphasizing their own sense of belonging to, and participating in, the Christian enterprise.





Often the young folk take part in leading public worship on the first Sunday of youth week.   Here and there one hears of a church where some member of Pilgrim Fellowship, or other youth group, preaches the sermon in his church on that Sunday.  Or a group of young folk take responsibility for bringing the message.





During the week there may be other Christian Youth Week activities, such as a radio presentation or some community service project.  In many communities a united program of recreation, sociability, study and worship marks the last Sunday of Youth Week.  That has been the usual pattern for some time in Wisconsin Rapids, and is the plan again for next Sunday when an inter-church group will be gathering here.  The Church as a whole is interested in the young folk of its family.  And young people are eager to be full participants in the church life.





A year ago, it was firmly called to our attention that young folk should be drawn into the whole life of the church more effectively than ever.  During the season, our young people participated in summer youth conferences which emerged with written recommendations to church boards and pastors that young folk ought to be put to work at the responsibility and in the planning of church Boards.





Our own church has made some progress in this direction during the year.  Heads of the Senior and Junior Pilgrim Fellowships have been meeting as members of the newly-formed Church Council.  When the annual meeting of the church was called to order, some 6 or 8 Pilgrim Fellowship young folk were present and ready to participate.  The annual meeting brought a decision of church members to eliminate the old ruling of this church that voting should be limited to members 18 years of age or older.  Now the voting is open to all members.





Young people have taken the initiative in cleaning and arranging the recently-acquired house at 340 3rd Street South for use as a meeting place for the High School age church school class and for Pilgrim Fellowship meetings.





In addition to making their offerings at Sunday school and at Pilgrim Fellowship meetings, some of our young folk make their own individual pledge of financial support to the church budget for home and mission giving.  It comes from their allowances and their job earnings.





It is worth noting these evidences of accomplishment, and of progress, on this Youth Sunday.  The young folk are precious to the life of this church.  And the church has an importance for their lives.





A great deal of planning and suggesting has 
