Sons of one Father 						2/19/61





Scripture:  Ephesians 2: 11-22





Text:  Malachi 2: 10;  “Have we not all one father?  Has not one 						God created us?”





The Old Testament is a great source record of the God of justice; of creative power and purpose.  It is full of the recognition that His chosen people owe the devotion of the created to their Creator.  More than that; God is father of all.  And since He is father, his creatures of mankind are his sons.  In the second chapter of Malachi, this minor prophet whose writing composes the last book listed in the Old Testament, says: “Have we not all one father?  Has not one God created us?”





It is a theme that was addressed to divided folk of the Jewish fold.  But New Testament Christians believe that the observation applies not alone to the chosen Jews but to all mankind.  (This morning’s anthem underlines the faith beautifully.)





For it is the substance of much of the teaching of Jesus, when he said that his followers ought to love one another as he has loved all his followers.  More yet, he enjoined his followers to regard even their enemies with love.  He taught his disciples to pray to “our Father,” therein acknowledging their togetherness in a brotherhood of belief.  Paul, after his conversion, taught repeatedly of love -- simple, genuine, unadorned, unboasted, sincere love of one another in the name and spirit of Christ.





This may be a good point at which to begin in this 1961 observance of Brotherhood Week.  The special observance of such a week has been sponsored for many years by the National Conference of Christians and Jews.  Here in our city, there has been some community observance of it in most seasons for at least 15 years.  And, of course, brotherhood has been taught, and preached, and to some degree practiced in the churches long before that!


