Refuge and Strength 						9/10/61





Scripture:  Psalm 46





Text:  Psalm 46: 2;   “Though the earth be removed.”





One of the men of our generation who is worth remembering is a fellow who died early this year at the age of 34 years.  He was a young Irish doctor, serving with the US armed forces, when we became aware of the terrific need for medical help in a country other than his own.  It was first a matter of general military necessity when he was sent ashore to do all he could in combat with disease.  But he fell into the grip of something far beyond the duty of a military mission.  The limitless opportunity for service, where serving was so greatly needed, gripped him.  And when he finished his military duty, Dr. Tom Dooley went right on serving the people of Laos.  With nothing but the barest essentials, he caused a hospital to be established in about the most needy part of that country that he could find.  He was not content to spend only himself.  He boldly enlisted the help of drug companies, transportation agencies and the like.  Two or three years ago he was touring the campuses of American medical schools, challenging medical students to come out to Laos to give a year or two of their lives during their student clerkship.  He spoke in Cleveland where one of my sons is studying medicine.  And the effect of his idealism on students, many of whom have tended to be cynical, was electric.  Many students really responded to his suggestion with eagerness!





Dr. Dooley was, by church preference, an Irish Catholic.  But, as he himself quipped, he had no desire to make “mackerel snappers” out of people.  What he wanted was able service for people who needed that servic
