The Cost and the Joy 						11/12/61





Scripture:  Mark 10: 23-24





Text:  Luke 6: 24:     “Woe to you that are rich.”





Last week, I reminded you of a sentence in the Statement of Faith adopted by the 1959 meeting of the General Synod of the United Church of Christ.  God “calls us into His Church to accept the cost and the joy of discipleship.”





The cost is a great deal more than the amount of money that we pledge and pay to our church.  It is more than the time that we give to and through the church.  It is more than the talents that we spend through the church.  I trust you will understand, before this hour is over, why I say that the cost is much more than these.





The joy of discipleship is something which I hope we can understand better.  For, despite the misunderstanding of a lot of folk who think that there is something dull and somber about being a Christian, the truth is that discipleship is a truly joyful matter.  Perhaps the joy becomes more apparent when we understand better what it costs.





Part of what I wish to say this morning is central about the saying of Jesus (in the book of Mark) that it is harder for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God than for a camel to go through the needle’s eye.  Part of it is central around a text from Luke, in the 6th chapter at the 24th verse: “Woe to you that are rich.”  And most of what I want to say in the next few minutes has already been more ably said by Dr. Frank Scribner who was at one time minister of our Congregational Church at Janesville and then was for many years, until his retirement, secretary of the denomination’s Annuity Fund for Ministers.





Woe to you that are rich.”  Possibly every person in this room may silently say to himself, or herself, “Yes, that’s right.  Jesus said it and it must be so.  He certainly gave it to the rich in stiff doses.”  Maybe that is why the text doesn’t frighten us.  It never occurs to anyone of us that that means us!  You;  and you, and me!





Probably you have known a good many people who think of themselves as poor.  I have.  But do you recall ever having met one who would admit that he was rich?  How much income does it take to place a person in the classification that can be called “rich”?  Whatever the amount, I venture to say that every person in this room is pretty sure that it takes more than he or she has!  Rich people are almost always somebody else, in our thinking.  What do you suppose the word “rich” meant to Jesus?





A number of incidents in the gospel throw light on the basic scale of living against which Jesus measured wealth or poverty.  He was talking to people among whom a denarius (19 or 20 cents) was an accepted wage for a 12-hour day of work.  He was talking to families for whom the loss or mislaying of a drachma (of about the same value) was the occasion for a general house cleaning in order to find it again.   His hearers were familiar with the price of sparrow meat in the market -- five sparrows for a cent.  When he called attention to the widow who dropped all she had into the offering chest at the temple, that “mite,” that “all,” was equivalent to a quarter of a cent.  When the good Samaritan took the injured traveler to the inn, a deposit of 40 cents was a satisfactory advance payment to assure shelter, food and care.





We can make all the allowance we will for the greater purchasing power of money in those days, and still we are considering a very modest scale of living.  And it was not so very different from the scale of living for a majority of the people, the world over, today!





When I go to bed at night with a satisfied stomach, I’m rich from the point of view of more than half of the world’s people today!  If you have a home - house, apartment, trailer home, or even just a share in a room where you can find shelter, rest, some privacy; and it you can turn on a faucet and get water (n
