Greetings to our new families at Scotia and Faith UMCs!  May God bless the journey we are about to take together as we work toward living into God’s Kingdom!  I recognize that with a pastoral transition some of you are likely to be a bit apprehensive about your new pastor, so I hope to use this opportunity to tell you a little about me, my journey, and what will guide me in the coming months.  I am sure there are many questions.  I look forward to answering your questions and to working with and getting to know you in the days and months to come.  I hope to have face to face introductions and discussions with many of you soon.  
Sherri and I are empty nesters with three grown children although we do have our spoiled rescue dog, Maggie, at home.  Our youngest child, Alexandra (Alex), her husband, Justin, and their children, Hazel and Hudson, reside in Schenectady – so this move brings us nearer to some family!  Our daughter Alyssa, her husband, Adam, and their son, Kyan, live in Sumter, SC.  Our eldest, Michael (Mike) and his wife, Devon, live in NJ with their young daughter Sophia.  

My career as a pastor started formally in 2013, after spending 30 years as a professional archaeologist.  Leading up to this transition, I was a youth leader at Newtonville UMC in Latham and, as a student pastor, I served at First UMC in Schenectady. I completed seminary studies at Drew University Theological School in May 2013 and in June of that year, I was made a Provisional Elder in the United Methodist Church by the Upper New York Annual Conference.   I was ordained as an Elder in Full Connection on May 2015.    
During my years in ministry, I have served the eight United Methodist Churches in the city of Syracuse as they began a new journey and time of working more closely together, a small rural community about 15 minutes south of Syracuse, at Tully United Community church, and at Burnt Hills UMC since July 2018.  
I have also been involved with the UMC Volunteer in Mission program, spending time working on major disaster recoveries in other parts of the country, and in more local projects damaged by localized flooding, fires and long-term neglect.  As satisfying as accomplishing the goal of each particular project was, the real blessing in each of these endeavors was the ability to see the Spirit at action in the hands of those who are helping and reflected in the faces of those being helped. 
During my time serving in Central New York, I with the CNY-AIDS/HIV Care Network; with a New Faith Community known as The ROAD (Relational, Open, Affirming and Diverse), and in 2016, the County Legislator asked me to serve on the newly reconstituted Onondaga County Human Rights Commission.

In Burnt Hills, I was part of a growing and active faith community that connected to the community in many ways, including the Lord’s Acre Fair, held each year to raise funds that support a grants program to help other community groups.  While at BHUMC, I helped lead new teams that were created as needs arose, including the “Next Steps” team which considered how to respond to the Special General Conference of 2019, the ‘Covid Re-Opening Team” which worked to keep the congregation safe throughout the Covid Pandemic, and the “Discipleship Plan team’ which developed an intentional Discipleship Plan that fit with the vision of that church.  “Pub Explorations of Theology” was a successful endeavor.  This group met out in the community each week as a way to: be visible to our neighbors; be inviting to those who might have an interest in exploring faith, but were unlikely to enter a church; and provide an open forum for anyone to explore questions of faith, church history and polity, or whatever else might be deemed relevant.  Out of these meetings a core group eventually came together to create a Social Justice Action Group, which has begun to provide opportunities for education and involvement around issues that in the larger UMC are addressed by the Commission on Church and Society.  During my time in Burnt Hills I also began serving on the Board of Union College Campus Protestant Ministries, which I hope to continue, and the Council Meadows Housing Facility Board. 
As an Elder in Full Connection, I have served on several Conference groups including the Bishop’s Human Sexuality Task Force, the Committee on Native American Ministries (CONAM) as well as the Northeast Jurisdiction Native American Ministries Committee, and the Conference Social Holiness Team.  Additionally, I am an instructor for Conference Safe Sanctuary Training.  
As a United Methodist, there is no creed which defines who we all are or what we believe, and that allows a wide diversity of understandings regarding all things divine.  I look forward to hearing your understandings, and to sharing mine with you.  There are a few scriptural passages that define my understanding of Christ’s message, and I hope that you will see these reflected in how I live my life.  

Matthew 25 – The story of the Sheep and the Goats - What you have done for the least of these, you have done for me.

Romans 12 – (the entire passage, but these verses highlight key concepts)  “…we are one body in Christ, and individually we belong to each other…. 9Love should be shown without pretending. Hate evil, and hold on to what is good. 10 Love each other like the members of your family….20 Instead, if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him a drink. By doing this, you will pile burning coals of fire upon his head. 21 Don’t be defeated by evil, but defeat evil with good.”
Micah 6:8 –  “what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness,   and to walk humbly with your God?”
I look forward to hearing what inspires you as we journey with each other and with God.

[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]



Shalom, 

Pastor Doug
