Welcome to Greenspeakers!
and have fun!
Our Mission: To provide progressive activists and professionals with a mutually supportive and positive learning environment in which every member has the opportunity to develop communications and leadership skills, which in turn foster self-confidence and personal growth.
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Thanks for joining us! Please observe our program. Although you are not required to participate, you’ll learn more about whether Greenspeakers is right for you by speaking up a little.
You can participate tonight in three ways: (1) We’ll ask you to briefly introduce yourself at the beginning of the program. (2) You may be asked to make a short speech during the “Table Topics” section. (3) And before we adjourn, we go around the room asking everyone for feedback—we hope you’ll tell us what you liked and what you didn’t.

What happens once the program starts? At 7:25 PM Greenspeakers’ President welcomes us with an inspirational message and introduces the emcee (who we call the Toastmaster) to lead the rest of the program. After reminding you to turn off your cell phone, the Toastmaster asks each person to briefly introduce herself or himself, and describes tonight’s agenda. Usually, one of our members then presents a Word of the Day or a Joke of the Day.
Next is Table Topics. The Toastmaster introduces the Topic Master who stands at the podium and makes statements or asks questions. One at a time, we stand up and give short (1-2 minute) responses. If this is your first meeting, you may pass if the Topic Master asks you to make such an impromptu speech.

After Table Topics, we hear two, three, or four Prepared Speeches. Most speeches follow one of the following formats:

1.
Icebreaker

2.  Organize Your Speech
3. Get to the Point
4. How to Say It
5. 
Your Body Speaks
6. Vocal Variety
7. Research Your Topic
8. Visual Aids
9. 
Persuade with Power
10. Inspire Your Audience

(over)
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A booklet, printed by our parent organization, Toastmasters International, describes each of the ten formats.
Evaluations follow the prepared speeches. An Evaluator tells each speaker what she or he did well and lists areas for improvement. You can also write notes to the speakers to give them feedback.

Following the evaluations, we hear Reports about how the meeting went and we conduct a brief Business Meeting. We close with a Final Go-Around during which every person who attended says briefly what they liked or what they didn’t about tonight’s program.
During the business meeting, we pass the hat—literally—to help us pay the rent for the space and to cover our expenses. If you make a donation,  it’s optional; give whatever you can comfortably afford.
Thank you again for joining us tonight!
David Levner (davidlevner@yahoo.com)
Vice President of Membership
P.S. To learn more information about Greenspeakers, visit our web site at www.greenspeakers.org. Our meeting dates and locations are posted on the site.

For more information about Toastmasters International, go to www.toastmasters.org.

P.P.S. Greenspeakers is a member club of Toastmasters International, a non-profit organization founded in 1924 with more than 10,000 clubs all over the world.

P.P.P.S. You do not have to pay dues to attend Greenspeakers meetings. All donations to Greenspeakers are optional. To get the Communications and Leadership Manual that describes the 10 basic Toastmasters speeches, you have to join Toastmasters International. There is a $20 initiation fee (but no hazing), and then you pay $4.50 per month. In addition to the Communications and Leadership Manual, you get a monthly magazine, Toastmaster, and several informative smaller booklets. Scholarships are available for those who need them.
If you want to join Toastmasters International, please see me (David Levner) or any club officer after the meeting. You’ll need to fill out the membership application which is included in this packet.

