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The Further Adventures of Matthew Saroff, Itinerant Enginee

We'll start with new contad information for the Saroff
Brood™. We ae now in the Dallas-Ft. Worth (DFW) area &
2320 Miriam Lane, Arlington, TX 7601Q Our phore is
(8174697660 My Email is msaroff@poboxcom, and
Sharon's’ Email i s sndara@poboxcom.

For those of you who have not receved this in over two
yeas, I'm sorry abou the delay’. For the first timers, this is a
paean to irrational rants and copyright infringement”.

If, for reasons unfathomable to me, you have aburning de-
sire to see previous issues of 40 Years', you can download them
from my web page in Adobe Acrobat (PDF’) format at
http://mww.poboxcom/~msaroff/40. Eventually, the web page

In January of ‘96, | had an em-
barrassment of riches, two job dfers.
One was as an enginee working on [
artillery with Lockheed Martin De- §
fense Systems” in Pittsfield, MA.
The other was as a designer with Lo-
ral Vought Systems'® in Grand Prairie,

TX onasurfaceto air missle. *

The amy was dedding ketween , e |
Lockheal's liquid propellant con-  Hictureof Naalie
cept™, and a more mnventional solid system. If they went with
the solid propellant system, | would be gore. The amy delayed

will explain why | do the this, how put this to-
gether, and what's with those freaky footnotes.
| try to get this out regularly, but | was dis-

Most editors are

it's dedsion, and | saw this as a bad sign, so |
went to Texas. A few weeks later, the amy went
with solid propellant, and they laid df all the

tracted in 1996 Sharorn’ was pregnant, so | was failed erters, but so contradorsin Pittsfield.

busy making late night runs to the store looking
for canned pinegople to assuage her cravings. |

are most writers

In March, | loaded upmy Honda Accord, and
headed south. My wife had contaded Bentzi Ep-

coudn't find a girl with namal cravings, like | -Thomas Stearns Eliot (1888-1965) | stein, arabhi at the Dallas AreaTorah Association

sardine sundaes’, where | could argue that you
can't find them at 3:00am.”™ Sharon had a baby, and I'm a
daddy. On June 17, at 6:22pm CDT, Sharor’ gave birth to
Natalie Judith Saroff, 7 pound 15% ources and 20inches long
She's a beautiful littl e girl, even if my heartlessbrother Stephen
clams that babies look like Winston Churchill (untrue, see
above). She'salso anatural flirt, which is cute now, but in afew
yedas, |'LL BE IN HELL .

Acknowledging the short attention spans resulting from TV,
Rock & Roll, and a president with Alzheimer's®, here's a run-
down onwhat's happened sincethe last isaue.

* Also now a cntributor to the human gene pod..
? Love of my life, light of the csmos, SHE WHO MUST BE OBEYED, my wife.

(DATA), aKollel®, and he generously all owed me
to crash with hisfamily while | founda placenea where | would
be working, Arlington, TX. It's abou 20 miles from both Dallas
and Ft. Worth.

Sharort and | like DFW, though keing a Washington Red-
skins fan in the aeais odd The standard cliché would be that |
was in “Indian courtry”, but the metapha bresks down when a
Redskinsfan is surrounded by Cowboy fans.

We've been ddng a lot of SCA™ stuff since we got here.
There two goups in the aea ae Elfsea(FT. Worth) and Steppes
(Dallas). Arlingtonis Elfsea which is where we tendto play.

*Itshard onmetoo. | haveto fill up thisissuewith news of what is going onin my life. If I didn't have to cover two yeasworth of news, youwould get authoritative opinions from aposition o absoluteignarance™.

“Thisis morerisky than it sounds. You can kill hundreds if peacéul unarmed demonstrators and retain MFN status, but boatleg some CDs and some software, and Bill Clinton’ threaens you with trade sanctions.

° A staunchly Republican friend of mine and | (lifelong Democrat) have arunning argument on Clinton. He daimsthat Clintonis aCommunist, and | claim that heis a Fascist. Interestingly enough we seethe same events as bolstering
our arguments. The more we talk, the more | hope that we get a Republican like Bill Weld runring against a dassic (as oppased to new®) Democrat in the yea 2000

° New Democrat, New Coke. . . Classc Democrat, Classic Coke. What do thefirst two havein common? They are both the misbegotten products of focus groups and marketing gmmicks gore horribly awry.

" Thisisnot asweird as youthink. There have been hundeds hits on my “Bad Hair” web page.

® Acrobat all ows adocument to look the same on all systems. The freereader is avail able & http://www.adobe.com/prodindex/aaobat/readstep.html. Software to create PDF fil esis rather dea, but thereis afree onversion service a

http://www.babinszki.com/distill er/, which is how | made my conversions.
° Sinceshe wasn't interested in sardine sundaes, she must be herring impaired.

“Well, that’s my story, and I'm sticking with it. No way am | going to admit that | was gending my time downloading pictures of musicd instruments off the internet.
" |t seems that anytime that someone wants to score some paliti ca points, they soundthe darm and cal for legislation to proted the children from all the Sax and Violins onthe ‘net.

*Was | the only onewho's first though uponthe news that Reagan hed Alzheimer's was, “How can youtell ?”
** Formerly General Eledric, which kind o would have made it a sort of transfer between companies'.
** Formerly Lockheed Martin. It was ©ld to General Dynamics, so it's General Dynamics Defense Systems.

** Loral Vougtt Systems'™® was purchased by Lockheed Martin and became Lockheed Martin Vought Systems about 2 months after | got here, so | ended upworking for the same mmpany either way. Well, sort of.

** Formerly the missiles and avionics portions of LTV Aerospace’.
*" Formerly ChanceVougtt Aircraft'.

**The money in defense mntradingis NOT in making weapors, it's printing all the stationary that hasto be replaced after eah merger. Sheesh!.

* Liquid propellant gives predse ontrol of propellant, and trajedory. You can set theflight path to make curter battery fire more difficult, or fire abunch of rounds at atarget that arrive a the same time, spaili ng the bad guy's day.
*AKollel isagroup a rabbiswho are brought into a ommunity to provide scholarship and teading. It'skind o aTalmudic community coll ege.

* The SCA or Society for Creaive Anachronism, is aMedieval reaeaion goup. Briefly, people get together and pay Medieval.



Thoughts on GE Transportation Systems

Having left GE Transportation Systems (GETS), | have
mixed fedings. Sharor’ and | are glad to leave Erie”, but | en-
joyed my work®, and the people | worked with.

| am not sad to be rid of the upper management drones. In
typicd GE style, after shipping over 700 locomotives, almost
twice the prior record, the president of GETS gave a speed.
Basicdly he said, “Congatulations on ou best yea ever. I'm
laying df anyone onthe shopfloor who was hired after 1978'.

Thisis not proper recogntion o ajob well dore. The peo-
ple who doreal work at GETS are cgable and dedicaed to
making Hgh gade prodwcts, but upper

battering down open doas. Thisis nat far from the truth., but |
could be cdled an ingrate for complaining abou French inepti-
tude, asthishasin resulted in my current employment.

In additionto VT-1, | have dore work on a rapid deployment
(C-130 Transportable) launcher for the PAC-3 (Patriot Advanced
Capability-3*) surfaceto air missle and with resolving issuies
with the he rejedion system™ onthe international spacestation.

For this job, | had to get a seaet cleaance Fea for Amer-
icds sfety, | am cleaed™. | haven’'t worked with anything class-
fied, but I've handled seaet material that contained nonclassfied
material that I've had to review.

Aerospaceis more regimented than ather industries. Design,

management, the spawn of Jack Welch™,

ple, while regularly rotating around dvi-
sions © they wont see their employees

; _ d He dlipped the size nine onto the as-
are "humanity challenged”. These peo- | yomer's foot, "And how doesthat fed sir?"

analyss and manufaduring are very
separate.  The expedation is that you
pass your work to aher aress, as op-

Brian gitted histeeth silently. Hehad to | posed to following a design cown the

as people, do a remarkable job o mak- | 96t Out. And soon Or else he would gostark | shop floar, or doing envelope™ calcular

ing moductive staff utterly miserable. | raving mad.

People ae unhappy, so they take

of their careas wise up and move out..
Eventually, there won't be anyone & GE
who krows how things work.

As | spend time & a place, it be-
comes more surred. GE was no excep-

coming more aware, or if | have a

away in handcuffs. She, and her college
age son, were dleged to have inter-

. - 32
cepted credit card hill's from work mail | Florscheim would be his

dots and wed the numbers. When |

Hefelt his pager begin buzzing. Ex-
ealy retirement™, and people in the start | cusing himself, he chedked the display.

tions for stressanalysis. It's a dhore to
get used to working this way.

There is very little in the way of
meaningful massproduction. Even on

"4455'. YES! Thesignal! Tryingto be | «prodiction’ items, there ae so many
norchaant, he told his assstant to mindthe | changes that things are nealy hand
courter, he was going bad to chedk stock.

The next 15 minutes would be the most
tion. I'm nat sure if this is from be- | important moments of his caree.
Everything hed to go dwn exactly as

“Kafka Feld”. A morth before | left, a| planned. The gas grenade, the minivan, the
seaetary was arrested at lunch and led waiti ng inflatable raft.

made, which explains why things are so
costly in agrospace

This is not to say that | don't enjoy
my work. This ring, | flew on the
company plane down to Camden, Arkan-
sas for some rocket motor tests.

Camden isn't much, what isn't

Soon He oould tasteit. Soon thejobat | swamp is bunkers and Hockhouses, and

the social pinnade of Camden is the
shoa off rocket motors, | cdl it a good

head o this, | started looking for signs
that | might be turning into a cockroad.

Working in Aerospace

After yeas of trying to bre&k into the field, 1 have ajobin
agospace | have dore afair amourt of government work and
military work, but thisis definitely a different way of working.

| was %t to work onisaues of navalizing the VT-1 surfaceto
air missle, part of the Crotale® NG short-range ar defense sys-
tem manufadured and sold by Tomson CSF of France

I’ve leaned something: don't trade with people who think
Jerry Lewisisagenius. It is sid that the French are continually

“AKA, the “Mistake by the Lake”
* Locomotives areredly funto work on, and enginee and choochootrain just seem to gotogether.

day. It's even more fun than crashing locomotives.

Fighting and Armor and SCA Stuff

In the last issue of 40 Years, the Summer of ‘95, | was about
to goto the Pennsic War® | the largest SCA event every yea. |
described it as a medieval slum, which seems even more gropacs
now, because in 1995 Pennsic discovered slumlords.

My general impressons of Pennsic: hot and unpleasant.
The definitive quae for Pennsic was, “I’m so chafed.”

Our camp site was moved from next to a lake with trees to the
midd e of alarge, flat, and dwsty plain cdled “The Serengeti”

*“Neutron Jack” becaise the people ae gore and the buil dings remain. | hopethat all of hisilk are hung bytheir tongues for afew of days before being lined sold into slavery in Chad, where they will work mining salt.
**When | went to work at GETS, | redi zed that there were 4 people who were aitica to gettingwork dore. If they had vanished, it would have been amonth before alocomotive would roll out. While | was there, threeof these people

took ealy retirement, and in at least two of those caes, it was because they were sick of their managers.
* Crotaleis French for Rattlesnake.

' Thisis amisnomer. PAC-3iistotally different from the Patriot's that under-performed against Scuds in the Gulf War. It was developed from Vough's ERINT. PAC-3isto hit-to-kill, andis smaller and faster than it's predecessor. ”

* Basicaly, it comes down to pditics. It'seasier to sell Congressan upgadethan it isto sell anew, system.

* Basicdly ahigh tech radiator that unfolds after deployment like abizarre dossbetween aroad map and atransformer robat
*°If they approved of me, one wonders what other scum and vill ainy have been cleared. It'sagoodthingthat | never got that party card.

** Quick and drty simplified caculations. So named because they can be done on the back of an envelope.
*2] got this off the Internet and came agossthis®, and figured that this HAD to gointo 40 Years

** Ken Johnson saw an Internet job pasting for a shoe store manager requiring 4 years experiencein the positi on. He asked the question: What is this about? Is smeone working at a shoe store one day and they suddenly redize, “This
sucks like athousand Hoovers all going at once. I'm going to quit and goto work for some OTHER shoe store” | liked Mr. Garcia's Gibsonesque resporse, so I'm usingiit with their permisson.**

* Both these individuals, for acoompli shments in wit and sarcasm, have been added to the list of people recéving 40 Yearsin the Desert. It's not much, but hey, they are now published essayists.”

*Itsmy palicy that anyone who contributes ssmething to, or who | mention by remein, 40 Yearsin the Desert will recéve a opy o therag.”

* This doesn’t apply to pullic figureslike Clinton and Reagan, as they have to prove maliceor recklessdisregard for the truth to sue me.

*" Pennsicis atwo week camping event held every yea in the Pittsburgh, PA area It'sthe largest SCA event held every yea.



In addition to ineptitude, space & ocation was made on the basis
of pdliticd considerations.

The people runnng Pennsic that yea (it rotates yealy) had
a dual plan o screwing things up and being unpeasant. They
made palicy changes, distributed them in language that would
crossatax lawyer's eyes, and replied to requests for clarificaion
with, “I'm the Autocrat®, and if you dort like it, dorit come.”
Rudeness rebound and amplifies, so by Pennsic, abou 10,000
people were elgy and cross”.

The bright side to this was that the lead autocrat had to quit
with threeweeks to gq citing work pressures®. This meant that
| didn't lock him into aporta-john and roll him down the hill,
which would have gotten me in troube.

Notwithstanding the hea and Midredm Boohies® | had
ablast fighting. Unlike the previous yea, where | spent most of
my timein reserve”’, | wasin the thick of it more often. | didn't
kill anyone, but | got three @dsts, where | hooked an opporents
shield with mine, and a pole am behind me finished him off*,

Luckily, there is more to the SCA than Pennsic”, and the
bulk of my experiences with the SCA have been pleasant.

If I sent you the first isaue of 40 Years in the Desert, you
may recdl that | had a pattern cut out for a new suit of armor on
a laser cutter. Well, I've finally assembled the pieces. It's work-
ing OK, but next time, there ae some fixes that | want to make™.

| hea blued the amor, but I'm having rust problems. If
anyone out there has any suggestions on how best to kegp my
armor from rusting much more, I'd appredate suggestions.

The weirdest thing abou my armor is that this Fall, it got
me aSable Thistle™, an Ansteorran™ arts award, from the King™.
Sharor’ also ga a Sable Thistle for a bead nedlace which
shoud surprise no ore.

Those of you who saw me fight when | was up nath may
recdl a wupethings: | really stunk onice and | fough with a
small roundshield. Things have dhanged.

| am using a large (2' x 3) Scutunm™ that is lighter than my
old 22" round“hubcagp”®, and I’ m pradicing regularly, and cgt-
tingadvice I've alvanced to mediocre, a giant legp forward.

I’m having more fun fighting: This Spring, at a peasant’s
tourney, where peasant toadls were used as wegpors, | did pretty
well with powshare and pruning hook. Thisfall, I fough in a
“Swiss5”* tournament. | won 2 d 5 bous, which is a lot better

*® Autocrat: The personrunring an event inthe SCA. Seealso: Sucker.

MOTHER WARNED ME NoT To
MARRY AN ENGINEER!
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Some People Videotape the Delivery, We Found a Sketch Artist

than anyone would have expeded just a yea ago. | would say
that the thing that |1 need to work onthe most right now is how to
hand e the evil,, vile mutants” | seem to runinto all to dften.

Much the improvement in my fighting is from changing from
an Escrima™ stance, where the “sword” is caried over the shou-
der pointing down, to a boxing stance, where the “sword” is car-
ried in front of the shouder pointed up The larger shield has
helped a lot too. When | stay in the proper stance, I'm covered,
where in my previous gance and shield, | would be open.

There have dso recaved a lot of advice and pradice from a
lot of people who have apretty goodidea d@ou how this works.
Until recently®, I've been fighting 1-2 times a week.

**To be somewhat fair, hea indicestopped 100 agrees, which might have had something to dowith this. Noticeof course that is only somewhat fair, as I've stuck it in small print.

“* For at least the fourth timein receit memory.

“t shoud be noted that this idiot has a Pelican® from the Midredm® for signing upfor major commitments and then bailing out. Apparently, that's what constitutes service @ove and beyondthere.

“*The Pelican is the highest acmlade that can be granted ore for servicein the SCA.

“The SCA is organized™ into administrative units cal ed kingdams. The head of stateis King, whois sleded bytrail of ams™ and rules for 6 months. The Midredm is most of the upper Midwest and parts of central Canada.

“SCA...Organized... Yeah, right...

“ People hit eath other over the heads with sticks. Thelast one standingistheking. Thereis hona, glory and afair amourt of politi cs involved too, asfalling down is voluntary.

“A close relative to the Dodo, unfortunately, it shows no signs of extinction.
“| agqually took anap duing abattlein 1994

“Thereis this absolutely exquisite moment that occurs when you dothis, and he suddenly redi zes that all he can dois wait for death from above. Thelook onsomeone's face &that moment istruly prize

“*Which would be agoodlesson for the dti zens of the East Kingdam (the mid-Atlantic states, New England, and eastern Canada) to lean. They start planning for the next Pennsic when the previous one ends.

*°If you're not interested in armoring, thisis kind o dull. Basicaly, | had to modify (cut badk) the shouders for improved mohility, and bea on them some for fit. The wire tie system | used, whil e serviceale, and alot lessof apain to
asemble than solid rivets, snot asnice & thetwo piecerivets that are used with leaher (you can pick them up at any Tandy Leaher), which gotogether just about as fast, and are far more becoming, and they dont fray.

" Thisisafairly low level arts award for a spedfic work, as oppased to ahigher level award, that would be given for overall skill and contributionsto the aaft. A person can get multiple Sable Thistles.

*2 Ansteorrais Oklahoma, and Texas, except for that littl e bit of Texas that isin the Mourtain time zne aoundEl Paso.

** Proving that once again, that the king always gets the BEST stuff to smoke.

**|tsaredanguar shield. The Romans used the Scutum too, but their shields were a ceter grip with asingle handle mournted in the center (kind d like agarbage can lid), and mineis grapped to my foream.

*| still fight with the old roundshield occasionally, it’s not as effedive, but it’s alot more funin some ways.

*®The format for a “Swiss5” is: Youfightsfiverounds. In ea round you use adifferent wegponform. After that, the people with the best records become the finali sts, and the finals determine the ultimate victor.

*"You krow, those left handed scum™®. You gottawatch ot for them.

*® Of course, | dorit call them scum out loud. | married ore of those evil vile mutant left handed scum, and she has amean left hook
** Escrimais a Phili ppine stick fighting. Magell an, and most of his crew, were kill ed in the Phili ppines by people using Escrima. It'simpressve when youredizethat peoplein metal armor were kill ed by people with wooden sticks.

®Meaning urtil Natalie was born. Kids have a knadk for cuttinginto ore's freetime and leisure adivities.



I've dso had the dhance to work with a legend, Duke™ In-
man McMoore, who is arguably the best fighter in the SCA. He
has regular pradicesin his back yard, and | have dropped by a
few times, and gdten some very useful advice”.

Now Back to Sharon’s’ Labor and Natalie’'s
Birth

Her labor woke me & 4:30am, and as per doctor’s instruc-
tions, Sharon’ walked and drank to seeif it was false labor. At
5:30 her water broke, so we healed for the hospital.

This was a surprise, as Sharor’ had seen the doctor that day,
and he had said that he didn't see much in the way of progress
He said that he'd dscuss whether or not he nealed to induce
labor when he saw her next week. Natalie had ather ideas.

Sharort is more familiar with that part of Dallas, so she gave
diredions until | redized that it is not smart to get diredions
from someone in adive labor.** We gat to the delivery room at
7:30.

At 5:00pm, Dr. Mill stein,
her OB/GYN, told us he was
worried abou how the labor
was progressng. There was no
fetal distress but the baby was
not coming ou. He discussed
the things that might cause this,
and said that if things didn't
progress in a &ou an hou,
we'd go from the delivery
room to ore of the surgicd
theaers, and he would go with
aforceps delivery or a cesarean.

Well, things didn't prog-
ress so at 6:00pm, we werein a
surgery area | was weaing a
paper gown and mask, and Dr.

Mill stein and a bevy of people and medicd equipment there

s
ST

' T
.

(3% +-

If After All This, If | Didn't
Include aBaby Picture, It
Would beKind o Lame
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Sharon’ was completely effaced and dlated to abou 2 | This Spat

cm. An hou later, she was at 6 cm, and she was completely
dilated at 1:00. things progressed rapidly, and the labor, un-
fortunately back labor®, was ® intense that Sharon's” blood

Left for
Maili ng
Sticker

room too. Natalie was a forceps delivery, but she cane out
just fine, thoughshe was a bit bruised®, probably from the
labor

Since her birth, Natalie has progresed rapidly. She is

presare spiked. At abou 11:30am, she got an epidural®.
This made things easier on her, and onme, as| had spent most of
the time holding an ice padk to her posterior to ease her labor
pains

After she dilated, the labor Slowed down. She pushed when
contradions came every 15 minutes. She had time to watch her
favorite soap onTV between contradions.

®In the SCA, the term is appli ed to aDuke, which is smeonewho hes been King at least twice™.

over 17 pound and over 28incheslongat 6 months. She was
degping throughthe night by threemonths™

Sharort has had very little problem losing weight following
the birth. She was at her pre-pregnancy weight in two months,
and row she weight lessthan she did when we gat married. This
isyet ancther reasonwhy it’s goodto breast feed™.

That's about it for now, but stay tuned for the further adven-
tures of Matthew Saroff, Itinerant Engineer.

In Inman’s case, it’s SI X times that he's won crown, or at least it was when | wrote this. One of his nicknames is, “the once and every other King’".

| would also like to thank MistressStell a Sil vana, ML, for the her help. She shows me when I'm screw up and fall back into old habits, with aquick word and asolid thwack! to some part of my body. Shedonit fight likeno grl.
®We trained for labor using the Bradley method. This natural chil dbirth method focuses on the woman beingis relaxed and aware of what is going on duing labor. Lamazefocuses on rote memorized breahing.

“ About 2/3 of the time, the baby comes out fadng toward the mother's ine. Since ababy’s faceis ft and squishy, thisis agoodthing. Bad Iabor is when the baby comes out fadng toward the navel, so the hard back of the head is
pushing onthe spine. Sharon’ described badk Iabor fedinglike a cossbetween hit in the back in the pickax and a power drill .

“Thisisasort of spinal block anesthesia. The anesthetic is put into the fluid sadk surroundng the spinal cord (the Epidura, hencethe name) as oppased to injeding dredly into the spinal cord, asin the case of the dassic spinal block.
" OK, she looked like she had comein secondin aboxing match. She had ore eye that was swollen and puffy for afew days, and she cane out purple (it went away in about 5 minutes), which is normal for anewborn.

| was deeping throughthe night at 3 days.

“ From my perspedive, the best reason is that it's 3:45am, and the baby is hungy, and | can say, “Gee I'd like to help dea, but | just don't have the ejuipment.”
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